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Kildare Footprints 
Kildare Town Walking Tour and Heritage Trail 

 
 The best way to explore Kildare is to start in the Heritage Centre.   
 

1. KILDARE TOWN HERITAGE CENTRE 
Kildare Town Heritage Centre is the ideal point 
of departure from which to explore the historic 
sights of the town. It is home to a wonderful 
Virtual Reality experience, ‘Legends of Kildare,’ 
which transports you back in time to ancient 
Kildare. Inside you can pick up a heritage trail 
map, meet knowledgeable staff, engage with 
interpretative panels and an interactive screen 
and find numerous treasures such as an original 
Sheela-na-Gig.  

The Heritage Centre is housed in the restored and refurbished 19th century 
Market House. The new building was formally opened on the 17 September 
2001 by the then Minister for Finance, Mr. Charlie McCreevy. 
The building has a long and varied history presiding as it did over the 
market in the town. Markets had been held in Kildare from a very early 
stage but were regulated in the 15th and 16th centuries. Reference to the 
‘Market Place’ can be found in the Registry of Deeds Office in 1726 and 
1751 and it was designated the ‘Market Square’ in Thomas Sherrard’s Map 
of Kildare of 1798. 
John Rocque’s Map of Kildare (1757) identifies ‘The Markett house,’ in the 
centre of this Square on the site of the modern Heritage Centre. According 
to Rocque it consisted of three adjoining buildings with a yard. By 1798 
(Sherrard), it had developed into a singular rectangular building with a 
section to the western side. This projection had disappeared by 1817 but a 
small northern (facing Nugent Street/Station Road) projection could be 
noticed on the 1838 Ordnance Survey Map of the town.  
According to Niall Meagher, former County Architect, while it may have 
incorporated an earlier structure, the present building dates from the 19th 
century. In 1838 the Market House was clearly identified as a public 
building and by the mid-19th century at least it had been re-developed with 
an upper level. In the mid-1880s a water tank was placed in the roof of the 
Market House as a receptacle for water being pumped from St. John’s Well 
at Tully.  
By the mid-20th century the Market House had fallen into disrepair and was 
bought for £300 by Kildare County Council. There were discussions from 
1948 to 1953 on whether to demolish it and put in a weighbridge. The 
Market House was carefully reconstructed in the early 1970’s winning an 
An Taisce Award in 1973 and, a bus shelter, public toilets and small 
museum were incorporated into the new building.  
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A Heritage Project Committee was formed in 1992 to campaign for Heritage 
Status for the Town of Kildare. The designation of Heritage Town provided 
an impetus for the reinvigoration of the Market House. The European 
Development Fund provided £230,000 towards the project with additional 
funding coming from Kildare County Council (£50,000) and local 
contributions. Once building began the reconstruction and refurbishment 
took a little less than 2 years and Kildare Town Heritage Centre was 
officially unveiled in September 2001. 
On the south wall, of the Heritage Centre, is 
a plaque commemorating the centenary of 
the 1903 Gordon Bennett Cup, the 
precursor to the modern Grand Prix Motor 
Races. Run over a figure-of-eight circuit 
incorporating the counties of Kildare, Laois 
and Carlow, it was won by the Belgian, 
Camille Jenatzy, who was nicknamed the 
‘Red Devil’, because of his wild driving. The 
1903 race was the first time that international teams were truly identified by 
the colour of their cars. Kildare Town was an important ‘Control’ point on 
the route and the Race is commemorated annually on the June Bank 
Holiday weekend in Kildare Town by the local Vintage and Classic Car 
Club.  
On the northern wall, or Nugent St. side, a plaque commemorates 
the completion of the Kildare Waterworks in 1886. The engineer 

on the scheme was John 
H. Brett, C. E. Belfast and 
the contractors were 
Power & Sons, Kilkennny. 
On the eastern side near 
the roof, the two cast-iron 
water gauges dated 1885 

were also retained. Here the level of water could be measured 
when the upper storey housed the water tank which stored the 
water pumped from St. John’s Well.  
The Centre, which is now open six days a week, is the Tourist 
Office for local and country-wide tourist information, a place 
where tourists can book accommodation or plan their itinerary. In 
recent times it has become the home of the Legends of Kildare, 
the Number 1 Virtual Reality (VR) experience in county Kildare 
which brings the visitor on an inspirational journey through 
history, from the time of the Fianna and Brigid to the arrival of the Normans. 
The Centre also has a vibrant shop where visitors can purchase books, 
gifts and souvenirs and is the hub for Kildare Town Historic Walking Tours 
http://www.kildare.ie/kildareheritage  
 
[Step outside the Heritage Centre to Market Square]  

http://www.kildare.ie/kildareheritage
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2. MARKET SQUARE 
The market place developed, as it did in other areas in Ireland, to the 
southeast of the entrance to the church enclosure, where the Square is 
today. A market was held in Kildare Town from ‘time whereof memory runs 
not’, but the weekly Thursday market that exists today was established by 
Statute of Parliament in 1458 (as was the Annual Fair on St. Brigid’s Day) 
and confirmed in the Kildare Town Charter of 1515. Apparently it was held 
on Saturdays but this was changed to Thursdays to avoid a conflict with the 
market in Naas; this Thursday market still operates today.  
There is a mention of a Market 
Place in Deeds going back to 
1726 but the first reference to 
the Market Square on available 
maps dates to 1798. The 
Square was the commercial 
hub of the town of Kildare and 
remains the centre of the town 
in close proximity to St. Brigid’s 
Cathedral and Round Tower. 
Many of the buildings around 
the Market Square can be 
traced back to the early 20th and mid-to late 19th century but the town’s 
streetscape has remained surprisingly unchanged from John Rocque’s map 
of 1757.  
Immediately outside the Heritage Centre, is a sculpture, by Alex Pentek, of 
St. Brigid’s Flame which was unveiled by the President of Ireland, Mary 
McAleese, St. Brigid’s Day 2006. 
A statue by artist mark Richards, which portrays the 
most famous footballer in Kildare, Bill ‘Squires’ 
Gannon, was unveiled on 25 September 2022 and has 
become a popular addition to the street furniture on the 
Square. Squires is remembered as the first man to hold 
the Sam Maguire trophy aloft when Kildare won the 
1928 All-Ireland G.A.A. Football Final. On the eastern 
side of the Heritage Centre, an eighteenth century well 
was uncovered (first in 1973, again in 2003) and 
restored to become a permanent architectural feature 

of the Square. It is around 13ft. deep 
in its present condition, but originally 
would have been around 100ft. deep. A small plaque 
commemorates the well. The Market Square was the site 
of a water pump/fountain from an early stage (on the 1757 
Map) and remained the principal source of water supply 
for the town until water was pumped to the town in the late 
1950’s. A new sign was erected in 2022. Opposite the well 
is Square Coffee Bar which opened for business in 2017. 
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There is also a Celtic Cross Monument, unveiled in 1935, which 
was erected to the memory of the seven Republicans who were 
executed on 19 December 1922 at the Glasshouse in the 
Curragh Military Camp during the Irish Civil War. Fr. Michael 
O’Flanagan gave a stirring Republican oration at its unveiling. It 
was the single largest execution during this conflict. The 
monument was refurbished in 2022 by the National Graves 
Association for the centenary and the name of Thomas Behan 
was added. Behan had been part of the Active Service Unit but 
was killed shortly after their capture. 
Close to this monument is a bronze bust of the famed United Irishman, Lord 
Edward FitzGerald, unveiled here in 2003 on the 205th anniversary of his 
death. It was sculpted by Annette McCormack, who also created the statue 
of St. Brigid at St. Brigid’s Well. Lord Edward was the military leader of the 
United Irishmen and lived for a time with his beautiful French wife, Lady 
Pamela, at Kildare Town.   
[Cross the street from the Lord Edward Monument to the footpath on the north side 
of the Square, to Virginia Lodge] 

 
3. VIRGINIA LODGE 

This beautiful ivy covered two-
storey house is situated as you 
cross the street from the Market 
Square northwards towards the 
laneway to the site of the 
Norman Castle. Today it is an 
end of terrace house but was 
most likely originally detached. 
It was built in the Georgian 
style, sometime before the first 

Ordnance Survey map of 1837, on the site of an earlier house. Rocque’s 
1757 Map shows a dwelling house, garden, stable etc. in possession of 
Francis Browne, while Sherrard’s 1798 Map shows the site was leased by 
Patrick White from Richard Hethrington. At that stage it contained a 
dwelling house, back house and yard; the stable mentioned earlier was 
probably leased to Lord Edward FitzGerald.  
Around the time of Griffith’s Valuation of 1853 the property was in the 
hands of the Cleary family, business people who owned The Leinster Arms 
Hotel. It was later leased in September 1922 from the Duke of Leinster by 
the Burke family who famously set up the Tote system in Ireland. It was 
offered for sale in 1952 and again in May 1963, eventually being privately 
sold some days later.  In modern times it was home to the Conlan Family 
who started the Chilling Company in the 1940’s, until recently acquired by 
the Flanagan family as guest accommodation for the Silken Thomas. 
 
[Turn left, up the lane at Chapter 16] 
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4. THE TOWER CINEMA AND CHAPTER 16  
Next to Virginia Lodge a lane leads to the ‘People’s Park,’ where the last 
remaining tower (originally there were 4 towers) of the castle of Kildare can 
be seen. The lane climbs upwards reminding us that along the ancient 
Ridge of Clay there are two small hills – one where the Cathedral stands 
today, or where St. Brigid built her 
church, and the other which the 
Normans chose for clearly 
defensive reasons as the site for 
their stone castle. On the right-
hand side you pass The Silken 
Thomas’s Chapter 16 Restaurant, 
kitchens and the former Geraldine 
Rooms and Tigerlily Niteclub. This 
building was once ‘The Tower 
Cinema’, which first opened for 
business on 1 December 1942; the first film shown was ‘Keep ‘em Flying’ 
and starred Bud Abbot and Lou Costello. If you look above the Chapter 16 
restaurant you can still make out the original parapet and cinema frontage. 
When it opened it had had 700 seats including a balcony. It was called 
Studio One when it finally closed in August 1987. In fact there were at least 
3 cinemas in Kildare at different times; the other two being ‘The Star 
Cinema’ next door to the Clubhouse (Dublin Road) which burned down on 2 
January 1926, and ‘The Electric Cinema’ at Pound Green which operated 
as a cinema, dance hall, etc., until around 1940. 
[Top of the lane; some steps allow a view out onto the Curragh Plains but at the top 
of the lane you are standing in the castle bawn] 

 
5. THE NORMAN CASTLE OF KILDARE 
The prosperity and location of the town made it an attractive place for 
plunderers and power-hungry magnates and it became an important site 
during the early years of the Norman invasion of Ireland. Once the 
Normans arrived in the frontier town of Kildare, it being on the edge of their 
territory, they quickly set about building defences and this developed into 
the Castle of Kildare 
The first fortification was probably built by Strongbow, Richard de Clare, 
Earl of Pembroke (died 1176 A.D.), who established his power-base at 
Kildare in 1172 and who is famously remembered in Kildare in the name 
CLARE-GATE STREET (there is another suggestion, that the term refers to 
the Irish word Cléirigh — Sráid na Cléirigh, or road of the clerics). The 
stone Castle is credited to his successor, William Marshall, Earl of 
Pembroke. The Norman period was again one associated with prosperity 
and we are offered a unique insight into Kildare at that time in the writings 
of Giraldus Cambrensis (Gerald of Wales), who came here in 1183 A.D.  
Originally, the site acted as a hilltop base for Strongbow, and probably a 
motte and bailey castle (mound, outer ditch and palisade) was erected at 
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that stage. The motte may have been close to the site of the courthouse in 
what is now the Silken Thomas carpark; a substantial mound is indicated 
on John Rocque’s map of Kildare Town in 1757. 
In 1183 Kildare was described as a ‘villa’, or town and in 1185 A.D. we find 
the first mention of the castle of Kildare in documents. The Castle was 
apparently built without the knowledge of the Bishop on Church lands and 
the Bishop had to be paid compensation. Its foundation is credited to 
William Marshall (died 1219 A.D.), but Marshall only married Stongbow’s 
daughter in 1189 A.D., and thereafter succeeded to the lordship of Leinster.  
William Marshall was a crusader and probably the most famous knight of 
his time. He was extremely accomplished at jousts and even unhorsed the 
future Richard the Lionheart on one occasion. At his death he was admitted 
to the Knights Templars and his effigy can be seen in the Temple Church in 
London; it featured in the book/movie, The Da Vinci Code, by Dan Brown.  
The later structure was a stone castle with four towers — one tower 
remains in the original castle bawn area at the top of the lane; one would 
have occupied the site of the present Silken Thomas restaurant, Chapter 

16; one stood close to where the 
water tower stands today in the 
bawn area and the fourth tower 
stood close to the Square and the 
entrance to Nugent Street/Station 
Road. The remaining tower has 4 
storeys, is some 6.8 metres by 7.4 
metres and was possibly a 
residential tower as early as 1484. 
There is some documentary and 
anecdotal evidence to suggest 
that Kildare was a walled town 
with four gates and it is thought 
that the castle would have been 
part of the outer wall. Though 
most of the remaining walls have 
been rebuilt, or are of a later 
construction, they would probably 
have followed the course of the 
walls of the original castle. On the 
north side, even today, beyond 

the wall there is almost a sheer drop to the land below, an obvious 
defensive measure. 
In 1246 A.D. Kildare was described as a Manor and in 1276-7 A.D. a 
parliament was held here. These were turbulent times and in 1288 A.D., 
John de Sandford, Justiciar of Ireland, brought 100 knights to Kildare to 
stop attacks by the ‘wild Irish.’  
The Norman period was also defined by the building of 3 abbeys on the 
outskirts of the town, which in itself is fairly unique in Ireland; they were 
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latterly defined by colours which related to the colour of the habits of the 
monks. All were disestablished and sold off during the Reformation.  

• The Black Abbey (Black Habits) was founded for the Knights 
Hospitallers, who were Crusader monks not unlike the Knights 
Templars, sometime before 1212 A.D.  

• The Grey Abbey was reputedly founded for the Franciscans (Grey 
Habits) by William de Vesci around 1254 A.D. and enlarged by the 
Fitzgeralds.  

• The Carmelite White Abbey (White Habits) was founded by William 
de Vesci’s son, William, Justiciar of Ireland, in 1290 A.D. 

In 1290-91 the lands, castle and manor of Kildare 
were surrendered to the crown by William de 
Vesci, but re-granted for life. De Vesci and John 
FitzThomas FitzGerald, Lord of Offaly, were at 
odds and both were summoned to London where 
the King allowed a trial by combat to be called. 
There are two versions regarding the outcome; 
one says de Vesci arrived but FitzGerald did not; 
another more popular version says de Vesci fled to 
France. In 1293 the castle was captured by John 
FitzThomas FitzGerald and in 1295 it was attacked 
by Calbach O’Connor and the records destroyed. 
By 1297 de Vesci was once more at odds with the 
crown and the lands were surrendered. They were returned again for life 
but de Vesci died the same year. The castle remained in the hands of 
constables for the next 20 years. A document dating to 1297-99 described 
the repair of houses, towers and gates in the castle, a new bakehouse, 
kitchen and well. 
A parliament was held there in 1310 and in 1316 the castle was besieged 
by Edward de Bruce though not taken. It was granted that year to John 
FitzThomas FitzGerald who was created Earl of Kildare. 
The FitzGeralds became the most powerful and influential Anglo-Norman 
family in Ireland, becoming, Barons of Offaly, Earls of Kildare and ultimately 
Dukes of Leinster. Their power base moved from Kildare Town to Maynooth 
in the north of the county and Athy and Kilkea in the south. Kildare Town 
suffered politically and economically as a result of this relocation of the 
Geraldine dynasty. The FitzGerald summer townhouse in Dublin made the 
area south of the river Liffey a popular location, and Leinster House as it 
was styled, eventually became the home for the Irish Free State 
Government, Dáil Éireann; it is thought by some to have provided 
architectural inspiration for the White House.  
By 1328 A.D. the population was possibly in the region of 1,000 people, 
with some 200 burgesses. By 1331 the castle was described as having 4 
towers, a chapel and kitchen with further repairs, or works, on houses 
within the close of the castle of Kildare reported in 1333-34. The Irish 
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parliament granted aid to Garrett Mór, Earl of Kildare, in 1484 to ‘make 
great and strong fortifications and ditches at his manor of Kildare.’  
In 1598 the castle was garrisoned, during the Nine Years War. For a time 
one tower was occupied by the supporters of Hugh O’Neill while another 
tower remained in the hands of the crown. Eventually it was recovered 
completely by the crown. In 1641 it was burned by the rebels, but rebuilt the 
following year by the Earl of Wandesford. The Castle supposedly became a 
refuge for Catholics during the Penal Laws. 
By 1757 it was part of the holding of Richard Hetherton, or Hetherington, 
which included the castle, 3 dwelling houses, out-houses, 2 stables, yard 
and 2 gardens; also the site of Lord Edward FitzGerald’s house ― a good 
dwelling house, pleasure and kitchen garden. Apparently the latter was built 
around this time by Thomas Conolly of Castletown as a racing lodge for his 
stables on the Curragh and given by 
the Conollys to Lord Edward, the 
younger son of the Duke of 
Leinster. In 1798 this house was 
listed in the possession of Lord 
Edward (from Hetherington); a 
dwelling house, offices and lawn 
and also a stable leased from A. 
Kilfoyle, which was at the top of the 
lane (on right facing south to Market 
Square). At the edge of the holdings 
nearby were Mr. Ponsonby’s Kennels. By 1817 Lord Edward’s House was 
in the possession of Rev. William Cox (d. 1859) but it was demolished 
sometime before 1838; Rev. Cox was by this time installed in Leinster 
Lodge. The lane to the Lodge, between Beechgrove and the Courthouse 
was known as ‘Cox’s Lane’ and later ‘Chaplin’s Lane.’  
The area now occupied by a Kildare County Council yard, and the 
remainder of the original castle bawn, was at one time known as ‘The Earl’s 
Park’ or more recently, in local lore, ‘The People’s Park.’  
In the Schools Folklore Collection (1937-38), Florence Rowlette (12 yrs. 
old) gave her address as The Castle, Kildare, though she was at school in 
Monasterevin. She wrote that her father was the caretaker of the castle and 
adjoining land and that they lived in a house built on the ruins of the castle. 
Part of her father’s responsibility was to keep the grounds in order; he 
weighed potatoes on market days and was responsible for the Fair Green 
on Fair Days. Florence mentioned that the house had only been re-
inhabited some 80 years ago, i.e. around the 1850s.  The bungalow next 
door remains occupied but the castle was last occupied in 1996 (at least 
the ground floor of it). Today the last remaining tower is referred to as 'The 
Castle' and is owned by Joe and Marie Flanagan, proprietors of the Silken 
Thomas and Lord Edward Guest House.  
 
[Back down the lane to Market Square] 



 9 

6. LORD EDWARD AND LADY PAMELA FITZGERALD 
The Lane back to the Market Square and Dublin Street was the lane where 
Lord Edward and his beautiful French wife, Lady Pamela (supposed 
illegitimate daughter of the Duke d’Orléans), would walk on their way to the 
penal chapel on Chapel Lane. They were no doubt accompanied by his 
faithful servant and friend, Tony Small, who had rescued him from death 
during the American War of Independence. The party would have crossed 
the Square and walked down the lane by the Cathedral, known as Church 
Lane, or Fire Castle Lane, to the Chapel immediately to the west of the 
Round Tower. According to folklore they were so well-loved by the people 
of Kildare that the whole town lined the route to see the young couple. We 
should remember that Tony Small, a black man, who was described by 
Lord Edward as his friend and constant companion, would also have been 
an unusual sight in the town at that time.  
Lord Edward FitzGerald, younger son of the Duke of Leinster, became the 
military leader of the United Irishmen, a revolutionary movement that 
engineered a rebellion against the King and British rule in 1798. As a young 

officer, he had fought for the British 
against the American ‘rebels’ during the 
American War of Independence and 
was wounded at the Battle of Eutaw 
Springs but later became enamoured 
with the principles of the American 
Thomas Paine and the French 
revolutionaries. Ultimately the Rebellion 
in Ireland cost some 20-30,000 lives 
and in turn aided the passing of the Act 
of Union and the end of the Irish 
Parliament in Dublin. One of the ways 
the United Irishmen had of recruiting 
members and passing on information 
undetected was at handball games and 
Lord Edward was reported to have 
played and attended such games. 
There was at least one ball-court or 
alley on Nugent Street (Station Road, 
near the children’s playground, where 
Paddy Byrnes butchers stands today; in 

more recent times another ball-alley occupied the eastern side of the road). 
On one occasion, after a race meeting on the Curragh, Lord Edward and 
his companion, the United Irishman Arthur O’Connor, were confronted by 
some young English Officers who claimed offence to Lord Edward’s cravat 
which was green – a demonstration of nationality and politics more than 
fashion. The officers overtook the pair and blocking their way demanded 
Lord Edward remove the cravat. According to O’Connor, Lord Edward 
replied “Your cloth would speak you to be gentlemen: but this conveys a 
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very different impression. As to this neck-cloth that so offends you, all I can 
say is-here I stand: let any man among you who dares, come and take it 
off.” While the officers were discussing what to do next O’Connor 
announced that in the face of such an insult if the officers cared to appoint 
two of their number, he and Lord Edward could be found at Kildare where 
they would wait upon them and with that said, the gallant pair rode through 
the ranks of the officers back to Lord Edward’s house in Kildare. They 
waited for two days but no officer appeared. Tradition records that at the 
next ball no young lady would dance with the officers concerned. 
The 1798 Rebellion was particularly difficult for Kildare Town and the town 
was burned twice. On the 29th May 1798 a large group of rebels were 
confronted by the military at the Gibbet Rath, on the Curragh, and some 
350 were massacred – it was reported that there were some 85 widows in 
one street (thought to be Claregate Street) the next morning.  
As you exit the lane you notice the bust of Lord Edward, his eyes towards 
Dublin and the seat of power! Most of the United Irish leadership had been 
arrested before the outbreak of the Rebellion. Lord Edward was on the run 
in Dublin but was captured on the 19 May. He killed one of his assailants 
but was wounded by a pistol ball in the shoulder. The ball was made of lead 
and he developed blood poisoning and died, delirious, shortly after. Born, 
as they say in Ireland, ‘with a silver spoon in his mouth’, this gallant young 
man gave his life in the cause of liberty and remains a popular figure of the 
rebellion.  
[Remaining at the bottom of the lane, looking across the street]  
 

7.  THE OLD RIC BARRACKS AND BARRETT HOUSE 
As you exit the lane look straight across the street 
and to the left of the now closed arch to the rear of 
the main street. Cunningham’s Restaurant  was once 
home to the old RIC, or Royal Irish Constabulary 
(Police) Barracks established here in 1853. It became 
a Garda Station under the Irish Free State until it was 
closed in December 1979 and the modern Garda 
Station opened on Dublin Road.  
The former Leinster Arms Hotel is one of the oldest businesses in the town, 
a hotel possibly operating on 
this site in the late 17th century.  
It was refurbished as Barrett 
House by Daly Hudson 
Architects.  
Tanya Doyle & Ciarán O’Toole 
opened Agapé, café/restaurant, 
on the 13  September 2021, 
and o'doole's restaurant in 
September 2022.  
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8. THE SILKEN THOMAS 
The Silken Thomas public house reminds us of the association of the 
FitzGeralds with the town of Kildare. Thomas FitzGerald who became the 
10th Earl of Kildare, was the son of Garrett Óg FitzGerald, Lord Deputy of 

Ireland. Garrett fell foul of 
King Henry VIII and was 
incarcerated in the Tower of 
London. Thomas, now the 
Deputy Governor of Ireland, 
engineered an unsuccessful 
rebellion against the King 
during which the garrison at 
Maynooth Castle was put to 
death. Cannon was used for 
the first time in Ireland during 
the rebellion. Thomas and his 
five uncles were incarcerated 

in the Tower of London and executed at Tyburn in February 1537. He is 
remembered as ‘Silken Thomas’, because of the silken plumes worn by his 
retinue. His half-brother, Gerald, was smuggled to safety on the continent 
but eventually was restored to his lands and titles as 11th Earl of Kildare. 
He set up home at Kilkea Castle and became known as the ‘Wizard Earl’, 
because of his interest in alchemy. It is said that he still rides across the 
Curragh Plain every 7 years or so towards Kilkea on a silver-shod white 
horse. 
From the 1920’s to the late 1970’s, the property occupied by the Silken 
Thomas was a combination of public house, butcher shop, private dwellings 
and businesses. From c.1900 to 1916 the property was owned by Pat 
Talbot. He died in 1916 and his widow, Ellen, married Thomas McWeeney, 
a Sergeant in the RIC, who took over the title and licence of the property. 
When Ellen died in 1931 the property went to her son, Stephen Talbot, and 
Tom McWeeney moved to Ivydene House. Subsequently it was taken over 
by Lynchs and styled The Castle Inn, until Joe and Marie Flanagan bought 
it in the 1970’s and re-named it, Silken Thomas.  
Leinster Lodge, behind the pub, attached to the Castle, dates, in part at 
least, to the 18th century though it may have been re-built, or re-modelled 
around 1900.  Dr. Samuel Chaplin lived in the Surgeon’s house beside the 
Hospital until around 1886, when the Hospital closed; he was shortly after 
to be found at Leinster Lodge. Cox’s Lane between Beechgrove and the 
Courthouse became known, as it is today, as Chaplin’s Lane.  The name 
Leinster Lodge was changed in recent times to Lord Edward Guest House. 
There is a superb view of the sole remaining Tower from Kildare Castle, at 
the entrance to the Silken Thomas car park. The business now incorporates 
the old post masters house and Virginia Lodge as guest accommodation. 
 
[Continue to the courthouse but look across the street] 
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9. LISLEE HOUSE 
Across the road from the entrance to the 
Silken Thomas Car Park pub is one of the 
two oldest houses in Kildare Town. Local 
tradition says that it and Beechgrove were 
built by a man named Lee (lis or Lios 
meaning fort or in this instance more 
properly a substantial house) an agent for 
the Duke of Leinster and one of the first 
‘property developers’ in Kildare Town. 
Allegedly, Lee was reputed to have engineered a survey (for the Duke) in 
his own favour as most of the poorer tenants could not read or write and 
indeed had difficulty with English. They signed up for leases smaller than 
their actual holdings and Lee claimed the balance. The Lees subsequently 
had a long association with Kildare, and as Justices of the Peace etc., were 
important in the development of the town in the 19th century. 
Lislee was built between 1757 and 1798, possibly soon after the leasing of 
the tenement in 1758. The 1757 Map of Kildare shows a cabin and garden 
but by 1798 there were dwelling houses, offices, a yard and garden. The 
property was owned by James Kelly, one of a family of substantial property 
owners of that name in the town in the late 18th century.  
By 1817 it was in the hands of Charles Moore Higgins (buried at Tully, 
1835). Originally it was built with a north-facing projection protruding on the 
eastern side, but this was gone by 1817. Higgins’s daughter married 
Francis Lee and a daughter of that marriage married into the Bergin family 
and the house passed into Bergin ownership for a time. 

It was described in the National 
Inventory of Architectural Heritage 
as a handsome town house with a 
curved return projection and 
Venetian rear window in the early 
18th century style. The Inventory 
noted that it was the only dwelling 
with a handsome front garden on the 
modern streetscape. 
In more recent times it was the 

home for a time of veterinarian Stan Cosgrove, one of the syndicate owners 
of the famous racehorse Shergar. The horse was kidnapped, allegedly by 
the IRA, from Ballymany Stud near Newbridge, on the edge of the Curragh. 
A highly spirited animal it is believed it could not be controlled by its captors 
and was shot before a major ransom was secured. Shergar’s remains have 
never been recovered and in consequence the insurance was never paid 
out.  
Today Lislee is the home of Geraldine Dowling and family.  
 
[Face back to the courthouse]  
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10. THE COURTHOUSE  
Beside the entrance to the Silken Thomas car park, on the north side of 
Dublin St., stands the abandoned courthouse. According to the 1817 Map 
of Kildare there was a Sessions House (i.e. a courthouse) on the northwest 
of Market Square (site of Fitzpatrick’s Auctioneers) near the Cathedral 
Gates at the corner of Market Square and Church Lane/Fire Castle Lane. A 
strange circular motif on this early map may indicate the earlier site of a 
cockpit; cockfighting was a popular pastime in conjunction with race 
meetings. 

The construction of Kildare 
Courthouse was sanctioned 
by the Grand Jury at the Lent 
Assizes in 1829. There had 
been a spate of courthouse 
building in Ireland since the 
turn of the century and many 
of the smaller ‘petty session’ 
courthouses were built during 
the period 1820-1840. The 
model of a courthouse with 

hipped roof and courtroom over a basement containing cells was indeed 
common. Kildare Courthouse was designed by John Hargrave and the 
contractor was Denis Hays.  
The new courthouse was set back from the street and there are four 
octagonal shaped limestone piers or pillars at the front of the building. The 
gated entrances at the sides, to the area between the courthouse and the 
surrounding walls, are not indicated on the 1838 Ordnance Survey Map of 
the town but are there by 1872; one side seems to be there by 1843 and it 
is possible they were begun when the porch at the front was added around 
1840. They are locally thought to be entrances to exercise areas where the 
prisoners would be taken for short periods from their cells. But of course 
this was not a jail and while prisoners would have been kept here during the 
court sessions, the entrances were most likely built to protect the yards of 
the courthouse. 
Once inside the doors the courthouse opens into an open plan two-storey, 
or double-height, courtroom complete with jury box etc., and offices to the 
rear; beneath are barrel-vaulted cells. According to the National Inventory 
of Architectural Heritage many original features are still visible including 
plaster cornices in the offices to the rear, timber panelling in the main etc., 
as well as cast-iron guttering, timber sash windows and slate roof with clay 
ridge tiles.  
It was designed as a local courthouse where, principally the local courts or 
‘petty sessions’ were held every alternate Thursday, but periodically the 
greater district or county courts ― the Assizes and Quarter Sessions ― 
were held. The magistrates and jurors were chosen from amongst the ranks 
of the gentry, landlords and businessmen of the locality. According to 
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Slater’s Trade Directory of 1881 the Magistrates for Kildare, were Charles 
Bergin, James E. Medlicott and John Moore. The Clerk of the Petty 
Sessions in 1910 was Samuel Bratton, a former R.I.C. Head Constable, 
who lived at Ivydene House. 
Apparently, the courthouse was in constant need of repair and in 1886 
members of the Grand Jury complained of their great inconvenience at 
Kildare. Indeed Mr. Medlicott (of Dunmurry) suggested the immense dock 
which took up a great deal of the room could be removed as it had ceased 
to be a criminal court.  

As an easily identifiable public 
or civic building it became a 
focal point and had a variety of 
uses such as sales and public 
meetings (e.g. in 1899 for re-
opening the Infirmary); courts 
to revise lists of voters were 
also held periodically. Concerts 
and dances were common, 
including a dance in March 
1916 for the County Kildare 
Prisoners of War Fund.  

It became a polling station for the new Free State and a meeting place for 
organisations such as the I.T.G W.U. (incl. the stable workers’ section), the 
County Kildare Farmers’ Union and the Town Tenants’ League to name a 
few. Responsibility passed from the Grand Jury to Kildare County Council 
and certainly by the 1920s the Council was responsible for employing a 
caretaker.  
Republicans executed on the Curragh 
during the Civil War were waked there in 
October 1924 before being re-buried at 
Grey Abbey Graveyard.  
On 1 October 1932 the Kildare Observer 
reported that the building had been 
completely renovated and looked now like a 
court of justice should. It was also used as a 
social welfare office and as a Kildare County Council office.  
The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage recognised its importance 
as one of the earliest civic buildings in the locality and indeed apart from the 
Market House it is the most imposing civic building from the 19th century to 
survive in Kildare Town. It closed in late 2010. 
In recent years it has played host to pop-up museums and Santa’s 
Reindeer Hospital while continuing to be a community space for the Silken 
Thomas Players Drama Group, and others. The cells and court furniture are 
only some of the unique features which call for it to be preserved. 
 
[Cross the street with care to the south side of Dublin St.] 
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11. THE POST OFFICE AND POSTMASTER’S HOUSE 
The small, red-bricked building 
on the south side of Dublin 
Street was the old post office. It 
closed in March/April 2007 but 
has been renovated as a youth 
space known as ‘The Hive’ and 
‘In Sync’ Kildare Town Youth 
Project.  

In 1798 the post office was listed in Market Square, close to the site of the 
modern Leinster Arms public house, but by 1838 it was located on 
Claregate Street, one door up from the Police Station on the corner of 
Claregate Street and Bangup Lane. By 1872 the Telegraph Office had 
moved to Dublin Street South, possibly around 1853 when the Police 
Barracks was built. Eircom still maintain a function and presence in the 
outer buildings and yard. 
The impressive two-storey building next door testifies to the importance of 
the position in those days; it was the Postmaster’s House. Everything in 
those days revolved around communication and transport and the post 
office was the local hub. In a world without radio, phones or internet the 
mail coaches transported mail and people throughout the country. Indeed 
the signal for the beginning of the 1798 
Rebellion was the stoppage of the mail coaches 
which would alert other rebels along the route 
that the rising had taken place and would also 
take control of the communications network in 
the countryside. It had been converted to 
apartments for a time but now provides guest 
accommodation for the Silken Thomas. 
 
12. THE WALLED TOWN AND GATES 
There are documentary references to Kildare being 
a walled town or at least a town with considerable 
outer fortifications. One of the greatest sources we 
have available to us is a survey by Emerson in 
1674 which actually describes four gates and 
names three of them; the presence of gates, of 
course, indicated walls or fortifications connecting 
them. There was Clare Gate on Claregate St. 
named supposedly after Richard de Clare - 
Strongbow; Ellis Gate on Nugent St., or Station 
Road; an unidentified Gate on Bride St. or St. 
Brigid’s Square and somewhere near the lane 
between the Courthouse and Beechgrove House on the north side of the 
street and the Post Office on the south side of the street stood, White Gate. 
[Looking across the street to the north]. 
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13. BEECHGROVE HOUSE 
According to tradition Beechgrove and Lislee were built by a man named 
Lee around the same time. Beechgrove House was described as a new 
dwelling house in 1757. It seems to have been in the possession of Richard 
Hetherington in 1757 and 1798; in 1799 it was referred to as a Lodge. In 
1798 it was home to Rev. John Williamson who was the brother-in-law of 
Colonel Sanky of the City of Dublin Militia. Sanky was one of the principal 
officers on the military side when some 350 rebels were killed at the Gibbet 
Rath on the Curragh during the 1798 Rebellion. It is believed he was 
housed in Beechgrove for a time and was responsible for saving his 
brother-in-law’s life.  

From 1798 to 1838 it was probably in the hands of the Williamsons and 
enlarged over time. By 1853 it was in the possession of Rev. John Browne, 
who leased it from the Duke of Leinster, and it was described as a ‘neat 
modern mansion’ in 1872. The house remained in Browne hands until 
sometime after 1902, possibly with the death/departure of Maria Browne. It 
passed into the hands of Henry Sanky and 
this surname provides a concrete link with the 
past and the Williamsons, Brownes and 
Sankys. Henry Sanky was named as a lessor 
until at least the 1960s. It appears to have 
been vacant until after 1912 according to the 
valuations, but Bergin family archives, state 
that Francis Bergin purchased Beechgrove in 
1892. It remained in Bergin hands until 1984 when it was purchased by 
Paddy Flanagan, a past president of Cill Dara Historical Society. 
The curious architectural features in the garden suggest a connection with 
antiquity and the nearby castle ruins, but are thought to be a gentleman’s 
folly probably built in the 19th century to add a touch of grandeur to the 
house. Part of the original stabling and coach house gate are preserved in 
the reconstituted buildings to the left and rear. 
[Look across from Beechgrove to the red-bricked Ivydene House] 
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14. IVYDENE HOUSE 
The highly attractive Ivydene House was built around 1877, probably by 
Esther Browne. In many ways this new build was a sort of refurbishment 
project as the property had been leased by the Browne family from the 
Duke of Leinster at least since the 1850’s and possibly earlier.  
Originally two houses, the re-build clearly defined Ivydene as a single 
residence. The cancellation books in the Valuation Office record that the 
house was vacant in the entries for 1902-1912 and again in 1912-1932, 
though it seems likely it was vacant for a time after June 1903. The 
schedule of entries 1912-1932 recorded Rev. Breen and then Rev. Delaney 
(sometimes Delany) at Ivydene, but the timing is wrong. These men were 
both curates at Kildare; Rev. John Breen served the parish from Jan. 1894 
to Sept. 1898 and was replaced by Rev. John Delaney at Kildare until June 
1903. Delaney had been C.C. in Kildare from 1886-89 and is remembered 
in the town for his work with Rev. Campion to re-open the Infirmary in 1903.  
In April 1905 the Kildare Observer reported that Samuel Bratton had left the 
R.I.C. as Head Constable at Athy to take up the position of Clerk of the 

Petty Sessions Courts in 
Kildare Town. Curiously there is 
no mention of the Brattons at 
Ivydene in the Cancellation 
Books and yet Samuel Bratton, 
Clerk of the Petty Sessions in 
Kildare, was listed at Ivydene in 
Porter’s Post Office Directory of 
1910 (the earliest textual 
reference to the word Ivydene 
that I have come across so far). 
Bratton and his wife Harriette, 

daughter Charlotte Elizabeth and son Victor Wilson were all present in the 
1911 Census return. Ivydene in 1911 was described as a 2nd class house 
with a total of 7 rooms, a piggery and fowl house.  
In the schedule, 1932-1949, the terms of ownership had changed to In Fee 
(a freehold property), having been a Fee Farm Grant (a freehold agreement 
with an annual rent to the Duke of Leinster) since 1883. It was occupied for 
a time by Vincent Foley who leased it from Mrs A. Murphy and then the 
house was owned by Thomas McWeeney (a Leitrim man according to 
Census) who had been a publican in Market Square where the Silken 
Thomas stands today. A member of the R.I.C., McWeeney was stationed at 
Kildare from around 1910, rising to the rank of Sergeant.  
Thomas McWeeney was succeeded at Ivydene by Eileen Thompson. From 
newspaper accounts it seems Eileen and Hector Thompson lived with him 
in the house. She was his daughter and, when he died in August 1948, she 
inherited the house (indeed it seems he may have transferred the property 
to her in 1947). Sylvester Gallagher became owner of the property in 1981 
and he sold it to Mary Ryan in 1992 who divided it into three separate flats. 
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Ivydene House was bought by Ken Herbert in 2005 and carefully 
refurbished in 2006. It is home to his accountancy firm.  
The public House next door was owned by James Nolan in the early part of 
the 20th century and was nicknamed the ‘Bottom Nolans’ to distinguish it 
from the ‘Top Nolans’ on Market Square. James Nolan’s son, Seamus 
Nolan, purchased a public house on Capel Street in Dublin and the 
premises in Kildare, was taken over by a publican named Hynes. Some 
time later it was bought by J.J. O’Donovan from Clonakilty in County Cork. 
In later years it changed hands on a few occasions and was known as ‘The 
Short Grass’, ‘The Merryman’ and ‘The Lilywhites’ but now has the name 
‘James Nolan’ displayed above it once more.  
[Turn back to the south side of Dublin St. to the plaque on the wall at Dublin St.] 
 

15.  THE COFFEE ROOMS AND TURF CLUB/CLUB HOUSE 
The only clue to the existence of this once proud 
edifice is an interpretative panel and plaque on 
Dublin Road dedicated to the foundation of the 
Turf Club in 1790. A traveller in Ireland in the 
late 17th century, John Dunton, called the 
Curragh, in popular terms, the Newmarket of 
Ireland, a place where the horse races are run. 
By this time there was a race for a hundred 
guineas in March, or April, and for £100 in 
September. The latter was provided in the form 
of a Plate given annually by the King. Certainly 
by 1727 Cheney’s Racing Calendar recorded 
details of Plates and prizes run on the Curragh. 
In 1750 Black and All-Black won a £100 Plate 
on the Curragh put up by the Society of 
Sportsmen, who in time became the Turf Club. 
The now famous race match between Black and 

All-Black and Bajazet over 4 miles for 1,000 guineas took place in Sept. 
1751. It is said there were 10,000 guineas in side bets.  
Racing was becoming regulated and important to the area and in 1759 
Thomas Pasley, a local apothecary and property dealer (and later one time 
Governor of the Infirmary), built the Curragh Coffee Rooms at Kildare to 
take advantage of the new industry. He chose a site which in 1757 was in 
possession of Richard Broughil, comprising 6 cabins and a garden, roughly 
1 acre.  
On the 20 August 1761 Pasley and four members of the Curragh Jockey 
Club signed a lease for the premises. It was 40 X 40ft., 3 storeys high 
where members and subscribers could dine and reside during Race 
Meetings. These were often 4-5 day events from April to October. By the 
late 18th century, Lords Waterford, Mountjoy, Coyngham and Rossmore 
had built Racing Lodges on the edges of the Curragh, and in 1784 we find 
the first mention of the Turf Club. The first racing Calendar was published 
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by Patrick Sharkey in 1790. It contained the Rules of the Club, which in turn 
contained the conditions of membership of the Coffee Rooms – ‘any person 
desirous of being admitted into the Coffee Rooms at Kildare must be 
proposed by a member and his name put over the chimney the day before 
he is to be balloted for; and there must be at least twelve members present 
at the ballot and three black balls to exclude.’ This was a common method 
of election to gentlemen’s clubs, freemasons etc. whereby a supply of white 
balls and black balls were available to voters and they could secretly 
deposit a ball of their choosing in a box. All could see the vote and the 
result but not how each member had voted.  
On the 1798 map of Kildare it is styled ‘The Club House’, and is in the 
possession of Mrs. Pasley; at that time it was comprised of offices, yards 
and a garden with some 92 ft. of street frontage. 
More racing history was made locally when Pat Connolly took over 
Waterford Lodge in 1812 to become the first public trainer. This also began 
a long Connolly tradition of training horses at Kildare. Pat Connolly built 
Curragh View around 1830.  
King George IV paid a historic visit to the Curragh in 1821 to the delight of 
thousands of spectators, the Stand House apparently being rebuilt in some 
three weeks for the occasion.  
In 1822, however, membership of the Turf Club and Coffee Rooms began 
to become separate issues. By 1851 the G.S.W. Railway was involved in 
the building of a new Stand House 
on the Curragh, which opened in 
1853. By the time of the centenary 
of the Turf Club in 1890 the Club 
House had been abandoned and 
there was no reference to the 
Coffee Rooms; by this time both 
the Stand House and Coffee 
Rooms were derelict, but the 
Stand House survived until 
relatively recently. 
Local papers report the sale of The Turf Club in 1903 to Miss Broome, a 
hotelier. She contested the sale on the grounds of disreputable bidding 
practices and the sale was revoked in Feb.1904. At the inquiry, Captain 
Joseph H. Greer remarked that the Club House had been disused for some 
years and had been let to a Mrs. Watson (presumably the wife/widow of Dr. 
Watson, who resided there in 1884).  
It was bought in 1904 by John T. Heffernan (died in 1907), former Land 
Leaguer, local businessman and Secretary of Kildare County Council. In 
December 1904 preparations were being made for the first Kildare Infirmary 
Ball. A review of the event described the building as ‘…a spacious 
commodious building, of which many interesting tales are told, and no 
doubt if its history could be put on paper would give a great insight into the 
lives of the nobles that lived in the early part of the last century. What a pity 
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it is gone untold.’ Heffernan died in 1907 and it was taken over in 1908 by 
Albert Payne, an English builder involved in extending the local Military 
Barracks and in developing the area today known as Leinster Walk. Payne 
restored and remodelled it by around 1910, living in part of the building for a 
number of years. Photographs, leases and plans of the remodelling as well 
as building works at Leinster Walk survived and were given by a 
descendant of Albert Payne, Frank Goodwin, to Cill Dara Historical Society 
in 2011.  
There is a reference to it being occupied by the Black and Tans as a HQ 
during the Irish War of Independence. By the 1920’s it had become The 
Club House Hotel, but later became a private residence until it was 
demolished in 1973. Some of the last families resident there moved to a 
new estate, Maryville, around 1969/70. In 1976 the HQ of the Turf Club 
moved from Dublin to the Curragh. A plaque was erected in Dublin Street in 
1990 to commemorate the site of the ‘Club House,’ the original HQ of the 
Irish Turf Club and was refurbished and re-erected in 2022 after the 
building of Leinster Square. 
[Continue down Dublin Street on the south side of the street until outside the Derby 
House Hotel; look across to the north side of the street to the Garda Station] 

 
16. THE GARDA STATION  

The original Police Barracks stood in the 
centre of town on Claregate Street. This 
was succeeded in 1853 by a purpose-built 
R.I.C. Barracks on Market Square. After 
the establishment of the Irish Free State a 
new force was set up in February 1922, 
the Civic Guard, and their training depot 
moved to Kildare Artillery Barracks for a 

time before they returned to Dublin and the military barracks at Kildare once 
more became an Artillery Barracks. The old 
R.I.C. Barracks became the Garda Station, 
until it was closed in December 1979 and the 
new station opened on Dublin Street in 
January of 1980. The Gardaí remain one of 
the only unarmed police forces in the world. 
A centenary celebration took place in Kildare 
on 16 April 2022 to mark the arrival of the 
force 100 years previously. 
The new station was built on the site of the old Church of Ireland School 
which was leased by the Dean and Chapter from the Duke of Leinster in 
1829. It had 16 students in 1868 and functioned as a school up until the 
mid-late 1960s. The last teacher was Winifred Kathleen Argue or Argew 
who was interred at Kildare Cathedral on Tuesday 6 May 1975. 
 [Remain outside the Derby House Hotel; look east down hospital Street to north 
side of the street (left) where trees/fences can be seen] 
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17. THE MILITARY BARRACKS, LOCK HOSPITAL AND LIDL 
It was originally erected c.1901 to house 1,100 men and 600 horses (6 
batteries of Royal Field Artillery). After the establishment of the Irish Free 
State a new police force was set up in February 1922 and Kildare Barracks 
became, for a time, the Training Depot for the new Civic Guard. This 

resulted in the Kildare 
Mutiny when it appeared 
that ex-RIC men were 
being favoured. Michael 
Collins had to personally 
intervene to calm things 
down. The Civic Guard 
became An Gardaí 

Siochána in 1923 and the depot returned to Dublin. The Artillery Corps 
occupied the barracks in 1925. Magee Barracks, which opened in 1938, 
was the first military barracks constructed under the Irish Free State and 
was named after Gunner Magee, one of the rebel heroes of the Battle of 
Ballinamuck in 1798.  
The barracks closed in 1998 and the force moved to the Curragh Camp. 
Magee was for a time a home to Kosovar refugees but now hosts a 
Gaelscoil and Educate Together, Lidl, and will be developed as residential. 
 

The Lock Hospital 
This was located on the north side of Curragh Road/Hospital Street 
(through the main gates of the later Magee Barracks on the left; the whole 
site was formerly known as Broadhook Farm). The Hospital was erected by 
the War Department at a cost of £14,000 for the treatment of contagious 
diseases; particularly to deal with the problem of the ‘Curragh Wrens’, the 
‘fallen women’ who lived in awful conditions in the furze on the Curragh 
Plains. These women had been abandoned to their fate by Camp soldiers 
or, like other prostitutes, had attached themselves to large military 
encampments like those at the Curragh and Newbridge. Generally they 
were seen as a scourge in the locality and cruelly treated.  

The Lock Hospital was 
administered by the 
Surgeon from the County 
Infirmary. It closed in 1887 
but gave its name to 
‘Hospital Street.’ When the 
Military Barracks was built 
the hospital buildings were 
incorporated into the fabric 

of the artillery Barracks.  
A new Lidl supermarket opened its doors on 19 December 2019 near to 
what was the entrance to Magee Barracks. 
 



 22 

18. THE KILLING OF WOGAN-BROWNE 
In February of 1922, during the uneasy peace before British 
evacuation from Ireland and before the onset of the Irish Civil 
War in June, tragedy struck in Kildare. A young British officer, 
Lt. John Hubert Wogan-Browne, collected the pay for the 
military in the Hibernian Bank on Market Square as he did 
every week. Three anti-treaty men had obtained a car at 
Burke’s Brothers and parked outside the gate of the old 
Church of Ireland School (site of the modern Garda Barracks) 

with the hood up, apparently in difficulty. When Browne approached the 
scene, the men confronted him and demanded the money. After a little 
scuffle Wogan-Browne was shot dead and his assailants forced the driver 
to take them down Meadow Road and Tully Road 
towards Kildoon. No one was ever brought to justice 
though three men were arrested shortly afterwards. 
Browne was the surviving heir of the Wogan-Browne 
family, famous for their connection to Castlebrowne 
which became Clongowes Wood College where 
James Joyce and others were educated. The family 
left Ireland shortly afterwards. 
A new book, Wilful Murder. Lt. John Hubert Wogan-
Browne, Kildare, 10 February 1922 was published 
by Mark McLoughlin, as part of the Kildare Decade 
of Commemorations Programme in 2022. 
 [Turn back to the Kildare House Hotel] 

 
19. THE COUNTY INFIRMARY AND THE KILDARE HOUSE HOTEL  
On 31 March 1767, it was resolved at Naas that an infirmary be opened at 
Kildare, and the Duke of Leinster was appointed Treasurer. In October a 
couple of houses were taken in the south-east corner of Nugent’s Lane 
(Station Road, or Ball-alley Hill, i.e. Graham’s Corner), and a temporary 
Infirmary opened. Dr. F. Noah Gervais, was appointed surgeon.  
In 1772, the Governors agreed that a proper Infirmary should be built and a 
plan was approved in October. Dr. Percy Bagot was appointed surgeon. At 
a special meeting on 31 October 1775, the contract for a new Infirmary at a 
cost of £1,140 was given to a Mr. Owens and the new Infirmary opened in 
1778. Dr. Bagot sold his interest to Dr. Bolton in 1796. 
In 1797, the Cork Militia occupied the town of Kildare. By an order from 
Dublin, they occupied the County Kildare Infirmary as a military barracks, 
ejecting Dr. Abraham Bolton, who retired to Naas where he kept open a 
dispensary for the relief of the poor, and tried as best he could to discharge 
his duties as Infirmary Surgeon until his death in 1818. The Governors 
meantime endeavoured under difficulties to extend such sick relief as was 
possible. Meetings of the Governors were held at Castletown from 25 
October 1796, to 5 December 1799, when the Duke of Leinster was desired 
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to protest to the Lord Lieutenant against the seizure of the County Kildare 
Infirmary and the injury done to the building by the quartering of the troops.  
The Grand Jury continued their grant (some £100 in 1810) towards the sick 
relief and the surgeon’s salary. Meantime, a house at Naas operated as an 
Infirmary and another, given for this purpose by the Duke of Leinster, was 
opened at Maynooth in 1817. But by this time Kildare had again become 
available; the military had evacuated it, and the buildings had reverted to 
the Duke of Leinster who offered it once more as an Infirmary. The 
Governors, assembled at Maynooth on 18 June 1817, resolved that the 
Duke of Leinster’s offer of the former buildings be again accepted. As an 
inducement the Duke also offered all the money he had received as rent 
from the Government during the military occupation.  
From the 2 January 1818, no more patients were admitted at Naas and the 
house there was handed over to trustees to be used as a fever hospital. 
The Kildare Infirmary was to re-open and a meeting of the Governors was 
held in Kildare on 1 July 1819 to progress the project. Fourteen days later 
they took over the Infirmary at a ‘pepper corn’ rent during such time as it 
would be used as an Infirmary.  
On 26 February 1818, Surgeon Tomlinson was appointed to the Infirmary 
and became the first resident surgeon in Kildare. He died in 1835 (buried at 
Tully) and was succeeded by Dr. Geoghegan. In 
1833, the parish priest, Father Brennan, was 
made a governor. The porch was added in 1839 
and an order made for one person to act as 
apothecary and steward. In 1856 Dr. Geoghegan 
resigned and Dr. Chaplin was elected. The 
original buildings were greatly enlarged, rooms 
provided for the surgeon within the house, a new 
laundry built, fresh grounds acquired from the 
Turf Club, and finally, in 1866, a magnificent 
residence (Kilgowan Lodge) was built for the 
surgeon at a projected cost of £1,369 (ultimately 
cost £1,550). At its height, the Infirmary was able 
to accommodate 50 patients (Slater’s Directory 
1881―the population of the County was 75,804; 
there were 35 beds occupied). 
The public funds supporting the hospital began to fail, and in January 1886, 
the Governors noted sadly that when funds were exhausted the Infirmary 
would have to be closed; no more patients were to be admitted. In 1887 Dr. 
Chaplin was appointed caretaker and an auction of contents etc., ordered. 
While the officials were dismissed, the secretary and surgeon were 
retained. 
Fr. John Delaney, C.C. in Kildare since 1898, led the first movement for the 
re-opening of the Hospital. Public meetings were held in Kildare, and all the 
facts were laid before the newly elected County Council (inaugurated 
1899), who promised support. The Sisters of St. John of God, Kilkenny, 
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were asked to take charge of nursing. Miss Elizabeth Talbot, who was 
afterwards Mrs. Connolly of The Railway Hotel, and Miss Janie Southwell 
went to Kilkenny to interview the Sisters. All preparations for the re-opening 
were supervised by Fr. Delaney, who also equipped the chapel. The 
hospital was re-opened in 1903. The Hospital received a small grant from 
Kildare County Council until it was taken over fully by the Council in 1933.  
The Hospital finally closed its doors in 1959/60 despite strong local 
opposition and the County Hospital was established at Naas. The old 
County Infirmary was sold off in three lots in 1962 eventually becoming, 
The Derby House Hotel (Infirmary), Kilgowan Lodge (Surgeon’s House) and 
St. Rita’s B&B (Nurse’s Quarters); the latter was probably the first guest 
house established in Kildare in the 1960’s. 
 

The Derby House and Kildare House Hotel 
The Infirmary building was purchased by the Corscadden family and 
converted to a hotel. A fire destroyed the top storey on the 11 August 1968, 
the damage estimated at £20,000.  
Sarah Chan and her business partner, George Yung, opened Kingsland 
restaurant in the hotel on the 1 July 1983 introducing Chinese cuisine to 
Kildare Town for the first time. The owners, the Corscadden family, sold the 
hotel in 1988 and it was for a time renamed The Curragh Lodge Hotel. 
George Yung retired in 1996, and Sarah Chan bought out the restaurant 
property and refurbished in 1997. In 2006 Sarah Chan took over the hotel 
and on 12 September 2006, she changed the name back to the Derby 
House Hotel, the name given to it by the late ‘Pappy’ Corscadden.  
It was sold a couple of times and renovated in 2014/15 before being bought 
in November 2019 by Kelly Moran and her family and fully refurbished. 

[Walk from the Kildare House Hotel, down Meadow Road, to Kilgowan Lodge] 
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20. INFIRMARY HOUSE OR KILGOWAN LODGE 
Infirmary House was built in 1866 as a residence for the surgeon of the 
Infirmary who had previously lodged in the Infirmary itself since 1818/19. 
The contract was awarded to Mr. Dunne for just over £1,369, though it 
ultimately cost £1,550. It was occupied by Dr. Samuel Chaplin probably 
until the Hospital closed. He was later to be found at Leinster Lodge near 
the Castle. Cox’s Lane, between Beechgrove and the Courthouse, became 
known, as it is today, as Chaplin’s Lane.  

The building was extended and 
remodelled around 1950. It was 
renamed Kilgowan Lodge possibly 
after the sale of the Infirmary in 
1962, when it was advertised 
simply as the Surgeon’s Residence. 
The house to the rear housed the 
town library for many years under 
the watchful eye of the marvellous 
librarian, Mrs. Ryan. Kilgowan 
Lodge was for a time a private 
residence, a dental surgery and an 

apartment block, but had lain idle in a rather dilapidated state for many 
years until it was finally sold by the Boland family in 2011. It was purchased 
by Dr. Kevin Chiu, the son-in-law of Sarah Chan of the Derby House Hotel. 
Sarah’s daughter, Mandy, wanted to restore Kilgowan Lodge as a private 
residence.  
[Walk south down Meadow Road to the gates of the Presentation Convent] 

 
21. THE PRESENTATION CONVENT AND CKLP 
In 1757 the site of the present convent was in the hands of Francis Browne. 
It was occupied by a Capt. Taylor in 1798, though now in the possession of 
Capt. Kelly and in 1817 was listed as the property of Thomas Kelly.  
By 1824 there were 4 schools in Kildare Town with some 137 students. The 
standard of education varied and in 1829, 3 brothers, Patrick, Joseph and 
William Maher, of Kilrush, approached the Parish Priest, Fr. Brennan (P.P. 
1820-1864), to bring the Presentation Order to Kildare. The Nuns were 
chosen by Bishop Doyle (J. K. L.), and on 15 April 1830 they arrived in 
Kildare. The very first Superioress, Mother Mary Angela Mooney, was 
accompanied by 2 other nuns, Sister M. Augustine Maher and Sister M. 
Clare Dillon. One week later a female national school was opened, initially 
in the former granary until a school was built, which housed 17 students. 
Work on the convent had commenced around the same time.  
When Daniel O’Connell came to Kildare in 1833 for the dedication of the 
new R.C. Church, he breakfasted with the Nuns at the Convent that 
morning.  
By 1868 there were 61 students and the following year, 1869, a new school 
building was opened to the east of the original convent building. Throughout 
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its history there were further additions made to the school; in 1902 a new 
schoolhouse with a veranda was opened to the east while another building 
was added to the northeast in 1937 and yet another development took 
place in 1969. In modern times classes were accommodated in prefabs as 

numbers rose until a new 
extension was opened in 1993. 
The school closed when the 
new community school opened 
on the Dunmurry Road on 
Monday 7 November 2011. A 
history of the Presentation 
School, Acorn to Oak was 
published in 2010 by Joseph 

Connelly of Cill Dara Historical Society on Presentation Day.  
Today the former convent is home to the County Kildare Leader 
Partnership. Upgrade works, delayed by COVID were finalised in 2022 
when expressions of interest were sought from community and voluntary 
groups in Kildare. 
Across the road from the Convent, until recently, 
stood a high wall (now demolished) which marked 
the boundary of the civil parishes of Kildare and 
Tully. Local lore records that this was an exercise 
area for the congregation, and was referred to as 
‘The Nuns Walk.’ Apparently, the upper portion 
was added to preserve the modesty of the nuns, as it was an enclosed 
Order; the Nuns would be chaperoned across the road to exercise in 
private! Today the area hosts the modern housing developments of Priory 
Court and Oaktree Avenue. 
 
22. DAN DONNELLY 

The former convent site in 1757 was in the possession 
of Francis Browne (had substantial holdings in the 
town) and formed part of a holding that stretched from 
Dublin Street to Meadow Road, which included, a 
dwelling house, 2 out-houses, a stable, garden and 
orchard. By 1798 it had been acquired by Captain 
Kelly of Maddenstown House. This presumably is the 
same Captain Kelly, a well-known uilleann piper, who 
trained the boxer Dan Donnelly to beat the 
Englishman George Cooper on the Curragh on 13 
November 1815. The fight took place in front of an estimated 20,000 
spectators in a natural amphitheatre, afterwards immortalised as Donnelly’s 
Hollow. Depressions in the ground were reputedly made by Donnelly as he 
left the scene, victorious. A monument was erected in the late 1880’s at the 
site to commemorate one of the most famous sporting victories in Irish 
history.  
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Dan Donnelly became the most celebrated sportsman of his age, but died 
in poverty. His body was either donated to medical science, or taken by 
grave-robbers. Donnelly’s arms were of a peculiar length, the finger tips 
extending below the knee and one arm was preserved by the surgeon. This 

eventually found its way into the possession of the 
Byrne family and became a tourist attraction in 
their pub, The Hideout, in Kilcullen for many 
years. It remains the property of the Byrne family 
and was ‘on tour’ to the U.S.A. in 2006 and 2007 
before returning to Ireland as part of the ‘Fighting 
Irishmen’ exhibition. The Hollow and monument 

underwent a refurbishment in 1953 in time for a re-enactment as part of the 
An Tóstal celebrations that year. 
[Continue down Meadow Road to St. Brigid’s Church] 
 

23. ST. BRIGID’S R.C. CHURCH  
The junction of Meadow Road and Tully Road and the entire St. Brigid’s 
Square are dominated by St. Brigid’s Roman Catholic Church, which was 
built in 1833. It replaced the old penal chapel near the Cathedral, which 
was burned during the 1798 Rebellion and rebuilt in 1800. 
 

St. Brigid’s Parish Church. 
The church was built by Fr. Patrick Brennan who also brought the 
Presentation Order to Kildare in 1830 and built the new Parochial House on 
Friary Road in 1862-3. The new church was dedicated by Fr. Brennan on 
Sunday, 24 November 1833. Daniel O’Connell, ‘The Liberator,’ who had 
famously, and successfully, campaigned for Catholic Emancipation, was 
present at the High Mass. He had traveled from Dublin the night before 
and, fasting from midnight, received communion from Fr. Brennan. 
According to folklore O’Connell sponsored the first bell which hung over the 
gable end of the church facing the convent. The present bell and tower date 
to 1851. Four Saints statutes once adorned this tower, but were taken down 
for safety reasons prior to 1926.  
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Fr. Brennan died on 24 June 1864 and was buried in front of the High Altar 
where a large limestone slab was placed over the grave. In later years the 
body was unearthed and the slab can now be seen in the grounds of the 
church near the steps to Meadow Road.  
In 1871 a Mission Cross was erected between the entrance to the Church 
and the main gate; this was later removed to St. Brigid’s Park. It was 
restored and brought back to the church 
grounds in recent years. Dr. James 
Kavanagh (P.P. 1880-1886), former 
President of Carlow College, who 
succeeded as Parish Priest in 
Dec.1880, made many alterations to the 
church, including the addition of a 
magnificent new marble altar, which 
was consecrated in 1885 by the 
Archbishops of Dublin and Cashel. 
Almost exactly one year later Dr. 
Kavanagh was killed by a falling statue 
during 7 a.m. Mass. He had switched 
masses that morning (he normally 
celebrated the 8 a.m. mass) because 
he was to go to Dublin. Mass had just 
finished when he was struck by one of 
the four marble angels over the altar, 
about 2.5 feet high and weighing about 
3 stone. Falling backwards he hit his 
head on the marble steps; both blows 
no doubt contributed to his death. 
The Sanctuary was re-developed by his successor Fr. Michael Murphy and 
included the addition of four beautiful stained glass windows. Under his 
direction, a new clock was added to the belfry and the Lourdes Grotto and 
Hill of Calvary were erected in the grounds. The Calvary scene was moved 
in recent times to St. Conleth’s Cemetery, which was opened in 1941. 
There were many other alterations through the years but major 
refurbishment took place from 1969-70, when the Sanctuary was moved to 
a central position in keeping with the modern liturgy, and again from 1974-
75 under Fr. Robert Prendergast P.P. (1971-1990), which saw the re-
development of the church in its present layout.  
In more recent times a bronze statue of Nano Nagle, by artist Annette 
McCormack, was unveiled in the church grounds on Presentation Day, 21 
November 2019, to commemorate the departure of the Presentation 
Sisters. 
Fr. Andy Leahy P.P. and Fr. Adrian Carbery, P.E.C.C. administer services 
in Kildare, Nurney and Kildangan Parish.  
 
[Across the street on the junction of Tully Road] 
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24. THE COTTAGE 
Across the road from the 
Church, at the top of Tully 
Road, is a beautiful small 
house called ‘The Cottage.’ 
This was in the possession 
of the Hopkins family for at 
least 3 generations, best 
known for their development 
of a hackney (taxi) service 
in the Town. It was also the 
home of the Byrne family, 

the father, Tom, a cobbler who mended shoes for a living. The Byrnes had 
6 children, which is hard to believe in today’s terms when we look at the 
size of the house, but it was typical for families to live in one to three rooms, 
often separated from the living space by just a curtain. There were two 
rooms and one fireplace heated both sides of the central divide. People still 
have fond memories of Mrs. Byrne who always seemed to have something 
cooking on the stove, and children were often greeted with wonderful 
delicacies such as a piece of fried bread, a real treat in harsher economic 
times. Many of their grand-children are still resident in the Town today. In 
more recent times extensions were added to the side and to the rear of the 
property.  
[Looking down Tully Road towards the Irish National Stud] 

 
25. TULLY ROAD, VALETTA, WAVERTREE, OAKTREE/CUNNABERRY 
HILL AND SOLAS BHRÍDE 

The road leading southwards from the R.C. Church 
is the Tully Road. Just past the ‘cottage’  on the 
right-hand-side is the modern Health Centre 
operated by the South Western Area Health Board 
and a house named ‘Valetta’ which has a plaque – 
‘Kildare 1900’ and clearly pointed gables. There was 
a dispensary at or near to this site since around 

1905. It was occupied by Dr. Laurence Rowan, the town medical officer 
who was a member of the Irish Volunteers and interned after Easter 1916; 
was active in the War of Independence and on the anti-
Treaty side during the Civil War. Rowan, a champion of 
the poor was a president of the local branch of the 
Labour Party and died in 1944. Dr. McCarthy occupied 
Valetta from the 1940’s to the 1960’s. The new 
Wavertree development named after Col. Hall-Walker, 
Lord Wavertree, who founded the Irish National Stud and 
Japanese Gardens, was opened in March 2020. 
On the left hand side of the road are the Oaktree developments which 
opened in 2017 and Cunnaberry Hill entrance piers. The name comes from 
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‘Coney’ meaning rabbit and berry or burrow signifying an area where 
rabbits were plentiful and probably a well-known poacher’s paradise dating 
back to medieval times. 
The by-pass was opened 8th Dec. 2003 by Transport Minister Seamus 
Brennan – sometime before the opening many Kildare residents walked 
part of the new route in aid of charity. A specially commissioned sculpture 
on the Kildare By-Pass, entitled ‘The Race of the Black Pig’ (in deference to 
the ancient route across the Curragh), embodies the symbol of Kildare, St. 
Brigid’s Cross.  
One of the yards of the Irish National Stud on the left is called the Minoru 
Yard after the son of Tassa Eida, creatior fo the Japanese Gardens and 
also a name given to of one of the most famous horses associated with the 
Stud.  
On  the opposite side of the road a lane near the motorway bridge leads to 
the sewerage works and pumping station. Bill ‘Squires’ Gannon of the local 
Round Towers Gaelic Football Club who captained Co. Kildare to victory in 
the 1928 All-Ireland Gaelic Football Final worked at the waterworks and 
sewerage farm and practiced his pipes playing for the St. Brigid’s C.Y.M.S. 
Pipe Band. The original works were constructed in 1883 but were replaced 
in 1900. For a time the responsibility of the Co. Board of Health it is now the 
responsibility of Kildare Co. Council.  
The magnificent Solas Bhríde Centre & 
Hermitages is entered at the pedestrian 
crossing. Inspired by the legacy and values of St 
Brigid, the Centre is an ecologically sustainable 
building in the shape of a St Brigids Cross and 
has three self-contained hermitages which are 
available for guests in search of quiet reflection, 
rest, and/or time out for silence and prayer. It was officially opened in 2015.  
 

 [Continue past Solas Bhríde to the private gates to the Irish National Stud] 
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26. THE BLACK ABBEY, THE IRISH NATIONAL STUD, JAPANESE 
GARDENS AND ST. FIACHRA’S GARDEN AND ST. BRIGID’S WELL 

Tully is dominated by the ruins of the Black 
Abbey Church, the adjoining graveyard and 
the Irish National Stud. It is also the site of a 
well dedicated to St. Brigid, which was 
walled-in by the Office of Public works in 
1953. This is probably the original St. 
Brigid’s Well. 
 

 
The Black Abbey 

Tully, which denotes ‘rising ground’, is the site of the Black Abbey (founded 
before 1212 A.D.), a commandery of the Knights Hospitallers, or Knights of 
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. They took their name from a hospital 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist, which had been founded at Jerusalem to 
assist pilgrims. They, like the Templars, were soldier monks and when the 
Templar Order was abolished in 1312 their possessions in Ireland were 
mostly given to the Hospitallers.  
The Knights Hospitallers 
adopted the rule of St. 
Augustine and wore a 
black habit in the 
commandery – hence 
the name Black Abbey. 
Their members were 
identifiable by a black 
cloak with a white cross.   
There is a tradition that 
the Hospitallers bred 
horses at Tully and there 
is also documentary 
evidence of a water-mill 
in the Middle Ages. 
Some 400 yards north of the Abbey is St. John’s Well, another ancient 
place of pilgrimage. It was for a time the main source of water supply for the 
town when water was pumped from here to a holding tank in the Market 
House (modern Heritage Centre) in the 1880’s.  
In the mid-16th century Tully became the property of the Sarsfield family 
and there is a local tradition that the great Jacobite General Patrick 
Sarsfield was born here (there is a tradition in Newbridge that he was born 
at Roseberry Castle); as well as being Earl of Lucan the General held the 
title Viscount of Tully. Some of the Sarsfields were buried at Tully and there 
are graves of some other well-known Kildare families, such as Moores and 
Bergins, in the extremely well-preserved graveyard, which is maintained by 
the National Stud. 
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The Irish National Stud  
In June 1899 Tully was 
purchased by Colonel Hall-
Walker, Lord Wavertree, as a 
racing stable or a possible 
stud for horses. In the end he 
did establish a Stud for the 
breeding and rearing of 
thoroughbred race horses and 
acquired a priceless collection 
of prime foundation mares. 
Wavertree offered the Stud to 
the government in 1915, 
which, it seems, was accepted 
in March 1916. It proved to be 
a very highly successful 
venture, though this success was jeopardised when, in 1943, the stock was 
taken to England. From 1922 to 1943 the English Government had paid an 
agreed sum in lieu of rent to the Irish Government. On 1 January 1944, the 
Irish Government took possession of Tully; The Irish National Stud 
Company was formed and the National Stud Act passed in the Dáil in 
August, 1945. As well as being a world renowned centre for breeding 
thoroughbred race horses, the National Stud has become world famous for 
its training courses. It is also home to the recently refurbished ‘Irish Horse 
Museum’, where the skeleton of the world famous ARKLE is on display, 
and where, through the quality of the exhibition, the ‘Sport of Kings,’ comes 
to life. Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain visited the Stud as part of her 
historic visit to Ireland in 2011.  
 

The Japanese Gardens and St. Fiachra’s Garden 
One of the most famous tourist 
attractions in Ireland, the Japanese 
Gardens, are contained in the 
grounds of the Irish National Stud. 
They were planned by Col. Hall-
Walker and built by Tasa Eida from 
Japan, at a cost of £38,000 from 
1906-1910. Eida lived with his wife 
and two sons, Minoru and Kaji at 
Curragh House. The gardens were 

planned to symbolise the Life of Man, from the Cradle to the Grave ― the 
journey of the human soul through all its experiences from birth through to 
the afterlife. It is thought that Tassa Eida moved to London to create 
another garden but later died on his return to Japan in 1912. In 2010 the 
grandson of Tassa Eida and the Japanese Ambassador attended a tree 
planting ceremony to mark the centenary of the gardens.  
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To celebrate the millennium, the Irish National Stud created St. Fiachra’s 
Garden. St Fiachra is the patron saint of gardeners and this planned garden 
has 4 acres of woodland and lakeside walks designed to represent the 
monastic movement in the 6th and 7th centuries in Ireland.  
[Cross the road toward Newtown Cross there is a lane signposted St. Brigid’s Well]  
 

St. Brigid’s Well 
There is a second, more popular, St. Bigid’s Well 
at Brallistown or ‘the Greallachs’ (meaning miry or 
marshy ground). According to tradition, Brigid kept 
her cow there, prayed there, and made butter 
beside the stream. Pilgrims have always prayed 
on the Mound beside the stream and the site 
remains a place of pilgrimage particularly during 
Féile Bhríde, the festival of St. Brigid which is held 
in February each year. The well and the shrines 
were renovated by the people of Tully in the 
autumn of 1952 and officially blessed on 1 
February, St. Brigid’s Day, 1953. The modern 
statue was created by Annette McCormack. 
[Continue past the Walker’s Gate development, turning 
right at Newtown Cross for Kildare Town. Turn right at the roundabout down the old 
Grey Abbey Road. Across from Aldi is the Boardwalk to and from Kildare Village.] 
 

27. KILDARE VILLAGE AND MODUS LINK 
Kildare Village opened in mid-2006 and is home 
to over 100 boutiques from the world’s most 
exciting designers. The Village contains 5 free 
car-parking locations including a new- multi story 
car park opened in 2022, a children's playground, 
restaurants/cafes and food on the go options as 
well as a Visitor Information Centre, to promote 
the Village and the region. Three features have 
been added to the Village which serve to 
recognise the importance of the heritage of the 
Town and surrounding area; two bronze Irish 

Wolfhounds, Bran and Sceolang (Sceolan), the Hounds of Fionn Mac 
Cumhaill, legendary hero and leader of the Fianna, who had their home on 
the nearby Hill of Allen; an Oak Tree, symbolising the establishment by St. 
Brigid of her Church at Kildare in the later 5th century; a monument to the 
Friar’s Well, acknowledging the contribution of the Franciscans to the 
development of the Medieval 
Town of Kildare. ‘Kildare 
Village’ has become a 
household name and popular 
destination for Irish shoppers. 
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Further west is Modus Link which opened in 1995 but the company is in 
Kildare Town since 1 October 1984. It once specialised in software 
manufacture but now plays host to various enterprises. In a field to the 
south-west of the factory is the 
Sovereign’s Well. The town had 
been incorporated under James II 
and the Corporation of Kildare 
had a Sovereign as well as 
Portreeves, Burgesses, Freemen 
etc. The well was accessible from 
the town via Love Lane (closed in 
1908) which opened onto St. Brigid’s Square.  
[Next to the Boardwalk entrance is Grey Abbey Graveyard] 

 
28. THE GREY ABBEY 
The Grey Abbey is a Franciscan foundation which dates to around 1254 
and is credited to William deVesci and also Maurice FitzGerald. De Vesci 
was Lord of Kildare and no doubt the land was his to give but the convent 
flourished under the FitzGeralds. It was named after the colour of the habits 
worn by the Franciscan monks. All that remains today are the ruins of the 
Abbey Church but the remains of the foundations of the cloister etc., to the 
south of the Abbey in ‘Butler’s Field’, are still visible in the undulating field 

surface. It is the burial place of at least four Earls of Kildare. One of the 
earliest manuscripts written in the English language in Ireland, which dates 
to around 1320, is attributed to ‘Friar Michael of Kildare’ and the collection 
in the Bodlein Library, Oxford, is known as ‘The Kildare Poems.’he Abbey 
was granted to David Sutton in 1543 after the dissolution of the 
Monasteries, but all the buildings except the church had been burned by 
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the O’Connors of Offaly in May of 1540. The friars returned after the 
Reformation, but had left the site by 1547. They returned again, sometime 
before 1621, and portions of the Annals of the Four Masters were 
transcribed there by Brother Michael O’Cléirigh in 1627 and again in 1637. 
Kildare Town suffered tragically during the Wars of the Confederacy and 
the Cromwellian period. The friary had been abandoned by around 1700 
and certainly was extinct by 1731. A drawing by Hooper in 1792 which 
appeared in Grose's Antiquities showed the extent of the deterioration. 
During the 1798 Rebellion the murder of George Crawford and his grand-
daughter, and also that of Lt. Gifford, took place close to the Abbey ruins. 
Denis Downey of Grey Abbey was killed while trying to escape from the 
dreadful massacre at the Gibbet Rath on the Curragh and was buried at 
Dunmurry. This Denis Downey was the maternal grandfather of Canon 
O’Hanlon who wrote amongst other things, the ‘Lives of the Irish Saints.’ 
By 1800 the friary was in ruins and the 
friars long gone from Grey Abbey, 
though titular Guardians were appointed 
for Kildare until 1872. Rev. Comerford, 
in his ‘Collections of the Dioceses of 
Kildare and Leighlin,’ (c.1883) stated, ‘A 
considerable portion of the walls of this 
monastery remain, but they have lost all 
architectural features.’ He remarked that 
some sculptured stones were reputed to 
have been removed to the Carmelite 
Church and inserted in the wall of the Chapel there. They consisted of: ―  

• The upper portion of a human figure under a Gothic canopy, with a 
double or archiepiscopal cross;  

• Our Blessed Lord seated, bound with cords and crowned with 
thorns, the words Ecce Homo, at side of head; this has also a Gothic 
canopy overhead; 

• The Crucifixion, figures of the Blessed Virgin and St. John on either 
‘side, glories around their heads; these figures are disproportionally 
short. It is very probable that these sculptures formed portion of a 
tomb.  

• Two other stones displaying grotesque monsters or demons. 
A story persists locally that one of the windows (O’Hanlon says some 
carved stones) was taken from Grey Abbey and inserted in the new church 
at Milltown, which was built in 1817.By February of 1881 Dr. Chaplin was 
recommending that the graveyard at Grey Abbey should be closed, having 
heard that Dr. Carter held an inquest on the body of a child interred there 
which had been exhumed by a pig. Tenders for the enclosing of the 
graveyard were invited by Naas Board of Guardians in May at an estimated 
cost of £160. In July 1881 a recommendation was made to purchase a gate 
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and hangings from Messrs. Keenan in Dublin. A cheque for £185 was 
signed in January 1883 to cover the cost of enclosing the graveyard.  
And yet in November of 1934 reports had reached the Kildare Observer 
that the Minister was looking into the matter of closing the burial grounds of 
Grey Abbey, White Abbey (this had been officially closed in 1882?), Tully 
and Kildare Cathedral as a matter of public health and decency. The new 
graveyard on the Dunmurry Road, St. Conleth’s, was finally opened in 
1941. 
From time to time since then, the Abbey has been cleared of brush, trees 
and heavy undergrowth. In December 1988 a plaque was placed on the 
outside of the roadside wall to commemorate the site as a burial place of 
the Earls of Kildare. Then in the late 1990’s a new Grey Abbey committee 
was formed as a subgroup of the Cill Dara Historical Society. The remit of 
The Grey Abbey Conservation Project, as it exists today, is to maintain the 
graveyard in line with National Heritage guidelines, there being little chance 
of large scale restoration work on the ruins of the church itself. In 2006 they 
published ‘Church of the Oak’ and the proceeds went to the care and 
maintenance of the graveyard. On 22 August 2007 the Grey Abbey 
Conservation Project Committee unveiled a plaque:  

 
 

IN MEMORY OF  
ALL THOSE BURIED HERE  

WITHOUT RECORD  
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE AMEN. 

Always remember in your heart those three things:  
whence you come, who you are  

and what shall become of you. 
Friar Michael of Kildare 

Kildare Poems – Early 14th Century 

 
Grey Abbey House, now a Veterinary Clinic, was at one time the home of 
the Graham family who owned the once famous Graham’s Bakery, 
suppliers of ‘Graham’s Bread,’ commonly known as ‘Kildare Bread.’ The 
motorway and the Retail Village cut through an area known locally as 
‘Graham’s Bottoms,’ on the town side of Silliothill, which can be clearly 
seen in the distance to the southwest. This formed part of a gruelling county 
championship cross-country circuit in the 1950’s and 1960’s, sometimes 
won by prominent local runners such as Anthony Fitzsimons, Denis Horgan 
and John Mackey. The Round Towers Gaelic Football Club also played 
some of their early matches at Graham’s Bottoms.  
A new service station has opened on this site and a new housing 
development is underway.  
The motorway by-pass was opened on 8 December 2003 by Transport 
Minister Seamus Brennan. A specially commissioned sculpture on the 
Kildare By-Pass (between Kildare and Newbridge), entitled ‘The Race of 
the Black Pig’ (in deference to the ancient route across the Curragh), 
embodies the symbol of Kildare, St. Brigid’s Cross.  
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29. EXECUTION 
Almost in the centre of the graveyard, is a large 
grave with an imposing stone monument. This 
monument (1940) was erected by the National 
Graves Association at Grey Abbey to 
commemorate seven men executed in 1922 on 
the Curragh during the Irish Civil War and re-
interred here in 1924; Patrick Bagnall (19); 
Stephen White (18); Jackie Johnson (18), 
Patrick Nolan (23), Patrick Mangan (22), James 
Connor (24), Brian Moore (36). The dates on the 
monument were corrected in 2022 for the 
centenary and the name of their comrade 
Thomas Behan was added. The 'Rathbride 
Column,’ who were part of the Irregular, or Anti-
Treaty forces, had been in operation along the railway line near Kildare. 
They were captured in a dug-out at Mooresbridge near the Curragh 
Racecourse with a considerable cache of arms on the night of the 12-13 
December 1922. Their Intelligence Officer, Thomas Behan, from 
Rathangan, was killed after his arrest (official reports say he was killed 
trying to escape from the Curragh), the remainder being executed at the 
Curragh prison (the Glasshouse), on 19 December and buried without 
funeral or ceremony.  
Apparently, when they were to be re-interred the priest refused to allow the 
bodies to lie in the church and they were waked instead in the Courthouse: 
a photograph survives showing the coffins, each draped with an Irish flag, 
bearing the names of the dead men. Permission to use the courthouse was 
given by Kildare County Council.  
Another wonderful local story also concerns the re-interment of the 
executed men in October 1924. There was an exceptionally large police 
presence on the day to prevent a republican demonstration, but a shot or 
shots, were fired over the grave. The police and plain clothes-men ran to 
the graveside to arrest the perpetrators, but no sign of a gun could be 
found. Apparently, the gun was hidden in one of the women’s umbrellas 
and they were not about to be coerced or co-operate with the forces of the 

state. It was the single largest execution during 
the Irish Civil War, and provides the inspiration 
for a book by local author, Martin Malone, The 
Silence of the Glasshouse. As is the nature of 
civil war, men from the same community, were 
inevitably on different sides. Just inside the 
gates of the graveyard, to the left, is a stone 
cross, which commemorates Vice-Commandant 

Séan Nolan of the National Army, killed in action at Trim, who was buried 
with full military honours in the same graveyard in July of 1922.  
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Commemorations for the centenary in 2022 included the launch of a new 
book, Nine Lives: Mooresbridge, December 1922 and ceremonies at Grey 
Abbey on 17 and 18 December 2022. The Irish Defence Forces facilitated a 
visit by relatives to the Glass House Prison on the 19 December 2022. 
 
30. THE HUNDRED ACRES AND POUND GREEN/ABBEY VIEW 

The Grey Abbey Road obviously got its name form the 
ancient abbey built by the Franciscans. It forms part of 
a natural triangle between St. Brigid’s Square, 
Newtown Cross Roads and Tully junction; the triangle 
of land hemmed in by Grey Abbey Road, Tully Road 
and the road between Tully junction and Newtown 
Cross) is known locally as The Hundred Acres. There is 
a mention in the inquisitions taken at the dissolution of 
the monasteries that the immediate land attached to 
the Knights Hospitallers Preceptory, the villa of Tully, 

amounted to some 160 acres of arable land — 60 acres of demesne land 
beside the Preceptory and another 100 acres of land which probably 
represented large portions of what came to be known as Tully West and 
Tully East. Could this term, ‘The Hundred Acres,’ have survived as a 
placename in popular memory from the 13th century since most of these 
lands were granted to the Hospitallers prior to 1212 A.D. 
Once the fairs moved north of the town and the new Fair Green was 
established in 1869 the use of the area dramatically changed. The Electric 
Power Station was opened in 1904 and opposite to this, the New Electric 
Cinema opened on Pound Green or Abbey View (where McWey’s funeral 
home now stands), possibly just before the 1920’s. It offered films and 
concerts up to 1940 when it was converted to a dance hall. Later it was 
used as a private Gymnasium and 
A.N.C.O training centre. When St. 
Brigid’s R.C. Church was being 
renovated in the 1970’s, services 
were held there. For a time at the 
height of ‘The Troubles’ in Northern 
Ireland it was locally nicknamed 
‘Long Kesh’ because of its physical 
resemblance to the H-Block 
prisons in the north. 
[Cross the street with care and continue north towards Bride St.] 

 
31. ST. BRIGID’S SQUARE, THE C.M.W.S. AND SCOIL BHRÍDE NAOFA 
The Square which is dominated by the triangular car park in front of the 
Church takes its name from the Church, which is dedicated to St. Brigid. 
Unnamed in 1757, this was originally the site of the Fair Green. A fair was 
authorised to be held on St. Brigid’s day in 1458 and 2 additional fairs were 
granted from 1763. From 1734 to 1881, between 2 and 9 fairs were held 
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per year in Kildare, but by 1894 they were held monthly. In reality no fairs 
(except for pig fairs) were held in St. Brigid’s Square after the establishment 
of the Fair Green north of Shraud (in Elm Park) in 1869. The Fair Green 
was moved to the north of the town after the coming of the railway in 1846 
to accommodate the use of the railway in transporting livestock. Fairs 
involved the buying and selling of animals and it makes sense that these 
would have taken place outside the town walls or gates. If we look at the 
merging of the two roads, Tully Road and Grey Abbey Road, at this point it 
provides a focal point where the gate into the town would have been 
located. A Pound was indicated on the map of the town of 1757 where the 
animals would have been kept.  Further evidence is recorded in the name 
‘Pound Green’ (25 inch Ordnance Survey Map c.1890-1913) referring to the 
area which lies to the west and north of the C.M.W.S, or C.Y.M.S. Hall, 
although the area directly north of the hall is also called Abbey View. The 
1939 OS map records the name St. Brigid’s Square which seems to include 
Pound Green/Abbey View as well as the area in front of the church.  

Around the early 1920’s parts of 
the 'Square' were fenced in and 
planted, but these railed areas 
were eventually removed and the 
area in front of the church is now a 
triangular parking area defined by 
the division of Bride Street into 
Tully Road and Grey Abbey Road. 
The railing was likewise removed 
opposite the C.Y.M.S. Hall, but 
some of the trees remain there at 

Pound Green/Abbey View. 
 
[Cross with care to the footpaths on the west at the C.M.W.S or C.Y.M.S. Hall] 
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C.M.W.S or C.Y.M.S. Hall 
The Catholic Young Men’s Society (C.Y.M.S.) Hall dominates the west side 
of the Square and was built on the site of the old Electrical Power Station, 
which brought light to the town in 1904. Kildare Town was quick to get 
electricity (Newbridge and Naas had gasworks), because of the tenacity 
and hard work of local officials like Charles Bergin and John T. Heffernan. A 
hall was in operation in the 1940’s, but work on a new premises began and 
the ‘New Hall’ was opened in July 1950. It quickly became a centre of 
entertainment and community activity. One of the longest running Drama 
Festivals in Ireland has been held annually here since 1958 and Bingo is 
held every Sunday night and remains one of the most popular events. It 
was re-named C.M.W.S. (Catholic Mens and Womens Society) Hall in 
2011.  

St. Brigid’s Primary School 
On the right-hand side of the hall, 
heading south, is St. Brigid’s Primary 
School. The original primary school, set 
up by the Presentation Sisters in 1830, 
had by the mid-20th century become a 
post-primary school also. A separate 
primary school, Scoil Bhríde Naofa, the 
Presentation Primary School, was built at 
this location in 1969 to accommodate modern developments. In recent 
years the school has expanded to include the old St. Joseph’s Academy 
and Scoil na Mainistreach all three sites presented as St. Brigid’s Primary 
School. The Presentation girls and De La Salle, boys primary schools 
amalgamated on 1 September 2013 and the principal is Donal Fleming. 
At one time (around the 1940’s) there was a forge on this site and Bernie 
Costello, a member of the local history group, Cill Dara Historical Society, 
described her memory of it as, ‘like walking into hell itself’; it was pitch black 
inside and the fire, blistering heat and noise of the hammering was 
frightening to a young child. The area was also home to mongrel racing for 
a time in the early 1960’s and nicknamed ‘Mongrel Park,’ races taking place 
on Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. 
[Continue north to St. Brigid’s Square] 

 
32. WILLIAM ‘SQUIRES’ GANNON 

Some of the houses and shop units 
immediately opposite the Church, on the left-
hand (west) side of the Square, may date back 
to the early 19th century. As you approach the 
row of houses the gable end facing you is that 
of the former home of legendary Kildare 
footballer, William ‘Squires’ Gannon; the last 
house of the row on the C.M.W.S. side. Bill 
Gannon was a star footballer for local club 
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Round Towers in the 1920’s but also for 
County Kildare and won All-Ireland medals in 
1927 and 1928. He captained the county side 
to victory in 1928, the first time the Sam 
Maguire Trophy was ever played for and so he 
has gone down in the G.A.A. history books as 
the first man to hold the trophy aloft. 
Apparently when he returned that day to 
Kildare Town he went back to work to milk 13 
cows before returning to the festivities. He was a staunch republican and 
had been active during the War of Independence. During the Irish Civil War 
he was imprisoned in Newbridge Barracks with the anti-treaty prisoners. 
‘Squires’ worked at the local water treatment plant on Tully Road and was 
prominent in the C.Y.M.S. and a member of the C.Y.M.S. Pipe Band. He 
died on 11 March 1967. A statue of William ‘Squires’ Gannon  by artist 
Mark Richards was unveiled on 25 September 2022 on Market Square. 
 
[Cross the street with great care to the Parish Centre] 

33. ÁRAS BHRÍDE AND ‘HEART OF OAK’ 
There are times when great developments take place in a town’s history 
and often they are the result of the passion and dedication of an individual. 
Fr. Patrick Brennan (sometimes Brenan) oversaw the building of the new 
church, parochial hall and was the catalyst for the arrival of the 
Presentation Sisters. St. Brigid’s Hall was built in his lifetime and down 
through the years was a national school, community hall, infant school, 
private school and local history group and drama club, HQ.  

It was opened as a male national school in 1830 and had 52 pupils in 1834 
and 46 in 1868. It was replaced by the De La Salle School in 1884. The site 
is now occupied by the beautifully restored Parish Centre, Áras Bhríde. A 
plaque on the wall reads,  

THE ORIGINAL ST. JOSEPH’S ACADEMY OF THE DE LA SALLE 
BROTHERS WAS LOCATED IN THIS BUILDING FROM 1913 – 1938 
ERECTED BY THE PAST PUPILS UNION SEPTEMBER 1993.  
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The Hall was therefore the original site of the boys secondary school which 
moved to Claemore (sometimes Cleamore) Road in January 1939, the road 
being subsequently re-named Academy Street. St. Joseph’s Academy, De 
la Salle, closed in late 2011 when the new community school opened on 
Dunmurry Road on Monday 7 November 2011. 
Kildare Town was announced as Ireland’s cleanest 
town by the Irish Business Against Litter (IBAL) 
campaign in 2016. A sculpture to mark the award 
called ‘Heart of Oak’ by artist Noel Scullion was 
unveiled at St. Brigid’s Square, on 22 September 
2017. 
[Continue from the parish Centre north up Bride Street to 
the plaque on the eastern wall, be careful of entrance to 
the carpark] 

 

34. BRIDE ST. AND FR. BENJAMIN BROUGHALL, PILGRIM PRIEST 
The street north of St. Brigid’s Square is Bride Street, also known in its time 
as Bergan/Bergin Street and Chapel Street and in error as Bridge St. in the 
1911 Census. On the east (right) side, on the wall just north of the Parish 
Centre, Áras Bhríde, is a plaque to Fr. Benjamin Broughall, the Pilgrim 
Priest.  
This devout and holy man was born in Kildare around 1780. He was 
appointed parish priest of Graiguenamanagh in 1818 but, became 
dangerously ill and resolved, when better, to make a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land.  
This he began in 1822, travelling almost entirely on foot and reaching the 
Holy Land in 1827 after bouts of illness. His return to Ireland was also 
plagued by bouts of illness and on more than one occasion it was expected 
he would not recover. He was back in Ireland briefly in 1838 but set out 
again in 1839 to live as a hermit in Italy. He was admitted to the 
Benedictine Monastery of Monte Cassino in 1840 and died there in 1850, 
revered for his piety.  The plaque reads ― 

FATHER BROUGHALL  PILGRIM PRIEST 
 

NEAR THIS ACCORDING TO TRADITION WAS 
BORN IN 1780 FATHER BENJAMIN J. BROUGHALL 

P.P. CRAICNAMANACH. PILGRIM TO ROME 
AND THE HOLY LAND. 

IN 1840 HE ENTERED THE MONASTERY 
OF MONTE CASSINO AND DIED THERE 

IN 1850 WITH A GREAT REPUTATION 
FOR SANCTITY. 

Benedict of Nursia established his first monastery, the source of the 
Benedictine Order, at Monte Cassino around 529 A.D. This monastery 
became a model for future developments.  
Monte Cassino has always been an object of strategic importance and was 
sacked or destroyed a number of times, the last time being 1944 during the 
Allied advance towards Rome.  
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Historian James Durney discovered another local man was buried there; 
William MacDuff Simpson, son of Isabel and MacDuff Frederick Simpson, 
members of a well-established Kildare family, of Booleigh House, Kildare, 
was killed at the Battle of Monte Cassino in 1944. 
[Continue north up Bride St. to open area in front of gateway looking across the 
street] 

 

35. SCOIL NA MAINISTREACH   
Also on Bride Street is the Monastery School – Scoil na Mainistreach, De 
La Salle (inscribed on the gate pillar), which was built in 1884 as a boys’ 
primary school. The opening of this school probably resulted in the closure 
of a boys school run by the Carmelites. The Upper floor was the Town Hall 
despite the absence of a town council or corporation. 
A plaque on the south side of the building reads,  
THIS TOWN HALL  
AND CHRISTIAN BROTHERS SCHOOL  
WERE ERECTED BY MICHAEL LEE ESQ.  
OF KILDARE.  
COUSIN OF HIS EMINENCE  
CARDINAL CULLEN. A. D. 1884.  

It had 116 students in 1885 and continues to operate today as a primary 
school for boys. The De La Salle Brothers gave great service to the town 
and left in 2004, after some 120 years of providing educational instruction. 

The Brothers’ House which had been built to 
the west of the school in 1884 by William 
Lee has been refurbished as a community 
centre, Teach Dara, opening in May 2012. 
The boys and girls primary schools 
amalgamated in 2013 and today, Scoil na 
Mainsitreach is part of St. Brigid’s Primary 
School. 

[Remain looking across to the west of Bride St.] 

 
36. KILDARE CREDIT UNION AND BANGUP LANE 
Next to the De La Salle School is the modern Kildare Credit Union where 
medieval stone work (remains of an Anglo-Norman Tower-house) 
uncovered during excavations in 1999, was preserved by means of a 
transparent floor. The location of this archaeological find might in fact make 
us re-examine our original estimation as to where the gate and town wall 
lay on the south side of the Market Square. 
The Kildare Credit Union was formed at a public meeting in St. Conleth's 
Hall Kildare on the 29th June 1967 and the meeting was presided over by 
Colonel William Rea. The Credit Union offered families in the town access 
to funds to improve their lives and homes which would otherwise have been 
denied to them.  
An office was opened at Áras Mhuire but soon after moved to Bride Street. 
This premises was renovated and a new office opened in 1980,  called 'Rea 
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house' after Colonel Rea who had served as the first President. Eventually 
adjoining premises were purchased and the property demolished and a 

new Credit Union built. Circular plaques on the south and eastern gables 
date the present building to the year 2000. The new 'Rea House' was 
opened by President Mary MacAleese in October of that year.  
Just past the Credit Union is ‘Bangup Lane.’ A ‘Bangup’ was a colloquial 
term in the early 19th century for an Irish frieze or heavy woollen overcoat 
but there is no known meaning for the actual naming of this lane. Bangup 
Lane leads to the Eurospar shopping Centre and the new Kildare 
Community Library which was opened to the public in April 2010. 
[Continually moving north along Bride Street] 
 

37. KILDARE CHILLING COMPANY, THE WALLPAPER FACTORY, 
MAHONS, CONNOLLY’S PHARMACY AND BOLAND’S PUB 
On the west side of the street, at the junction of Bangup Lane and Bride 
Street stands the old Kildare Chilling Co. which was established there in 
1941; the name can still be seen near the top of the wall on Bride Street. 

The new premises on the Dublin/Curragh 
Road was opened in the mid-late 1960’s. It 
was a major employer for the town in 
conjunction with the horse industry and the 

military barracks. Another commercial 
enterprise of note was the Wallpaper 
Factory at Cross Keys to the west of 
the town on Turnpike, or Monasterevin 
Road. This factory, when built in 1936, 
offered the inhabitants much needed 
employment to the people of the town 
and surrounding areas. It continued to 
operate until the early 1980’s. Part of 
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the factory has been retained by another well-known local enterprise, 
Mahon’s Wholesalers, who also operate Mahons Public House on 
Claregate Street. 
On the western corner of Bride Street as it merges with Claregate Street is 
Connolly’s Pharmacy, which has operated as a pharmacy from the early 
years of the 20th century; it was probably the location of Kingston’s, 'The 
Medical Hall' which was being run by Dr. O’Driscoll from the 1930’s. Today 
it is operated by Jim Connolly. 
Directly opposite, on the eastern corner of Bride Street and Market Square 
is the former Boland’s Public House, a family business started by Daniel 
Boland in the 1890’s in a small two-roomed cottage on the site as a general 
merchant’s business. When the business prospered he built the current 
premises, but government legislation stipulated that new the premises had 

to be built ‘around’ the thatched 
cottage; the cottage was then 
demolished and removed through the 
windows of the new premises. Over 
time he extended into Bride Street. All 
types of products from shoes to farm 
machinery and alcohol were sold and 
the tab or credit system allowed 
townspeople access to necessities. By 

the 1960’s one of Daniel’s sons, Denis, was running the business and he 
developed the grocery and off-licence and 3 retail units on Bride St. in 
1972. In 1982 his widow Betty converted the business into a public house 
and she, with her son, Stephen, continued the family business until it closed 
in October 2014. In recent years it has been the location of a number of 
pop-up shops and galleries.  
[To the right, around the corner and cross in safety at the pedestrian crossing to 
Market Square] 

 
38. MARKET SQUARE AND THE MASSACRE AT GIBBET RATH 
Near the traffic lights and pedestrian crossing, on the south side 
of the Market Square, a Monument of St. Brigid was unveiled in 
1973 in memory of the 350 who died in the Gibbet Rath 
Massacre on 29 May 1798. It was sculpted by Desmond Broe 
and erected in 1976 after a long campaign for a memorial to the 
massacre. Apparently, the original location proposed was at the 
site of the Gibbet Rath, but this was refused as it might distract 
drivers! It is more likely that as it would have been a focal point 
on the Curragh for visitors, and since the Rath is very close to 
the Magazine on the Curragh Military Camp, this would have 
been discouraged. 
The 1798 Rebellion was particularly difficult time for Kildare 
Town and the town was burned twice during those dark days. 
On the 29 May 1798 a large group of rebels were confronted by 
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the military at the Gibbet Rath on the Curragh where some 350 ‘rebels’ 
were massacred ― it was reported that there were some 85 widows in one 
street (presumably Claregate Street) alone the next morning. The rebels 

had gathered to surrender when they were 
surprised by the arrival of an unexpected military 
force. It appears one of the rebels discharged his 
weapon in the air in an act of bravado, or 
defiance. They were charged down and 
massacred as they tried to flee to safety.  
Note the old horse trough which had long been 
removed from the Market Square and is now a 
piece of street furniture; it probably dates to the 
late 19th century.  

[Cross in safety at the lights to the west side of Market Square and continue north to 
St. Brigid’s Cathedral] 
 

39. SOUTHWELLS, HARTES, FIRECASTLE AND TOP NOLANS 
On the way to the Cathedral the 
westerly portion of Market 
Square was pedestrianised in 
2020. The former Southwell’s 
General Stores, which was 
bought by Peter and Agatha 
Waters in 1964 from her brother 
Paddy Murphy. It was run by 
Jim and Cora Waters until it 
finally closed its doors in 2019. 
Harte’s Gastro-Pub was opened 
in 2009 by Paul Lenehan and Ronan Kinsella. The name maintains a 
historic connection to an earlier Hotel run by the Harte family on this spot.  
Before the recent name change it was rather irreverently called ‘The 
Vatican,’ a comic reference to the extremely well-run public house of an 
earlier time, when it was in Murphy hands. A curious emblem can be seen 
high on the wall outside. It looks like a wheel and was in fact the symbol of 
the Cyclists’ Touring Club (CTC). 

Past Harte’s Gastro-Pub, in the centre of what was once Fitzpatrick’s 
Auctioneers, there used to be a laneway from the Square and down that 
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laneway was a forge. On the north side of the laneway stood Connolly’s 
butcher’s shop, all now lost to all but memory. The entire site has been re-
developed by Hartes as ‘Firecastle’ which opened in September 2020 as an 
artisan grocer, bakery, café, delicatessen & gift shop with ten boutique 
guest bedrooms giving a much-needed lift to the entire Square.  

To the north is ‘Top Nolans,’ one of the architecturally oldest businesses on 
the Square; originally a drapers, hardware and bar, now a public house run 
by Peter and Rosemary Gibbons. Next door, Strong’s Café and Bistro 
opened its doors in 2018. To the west is the Verger’s House built in 1864-5 
which stands guard at the gates of St. Brigid’s Cathedral. 

40. ST. BRIGID’S CATHEDRAL AND ROUND TOWER 
St. Brigid’s Cathedral is a functioning church and services take place here. The 
Select Vestry operate tours of the Round Tower and invite donations inside the 
Cathedral itself. It is not the mission of Kildare Town Historic Walking Tours to 
conduct tours of this site but to work with the staff and Select Vestry; tours are 
conducted with their permission but people are encouraged to explore the Cathedral 
and Round Tower separately. The Cathedral and Round Tower generally open from 
May to the end of September for the tourist season. 



 48 

St. Brigid’s Cathedral ― This marks the original site of the Church of St. 
Brigid which was established under the oak tree ― Cill Dara, Church of the 
Oak. The stone Cathedral is of medieval/Norman construction, c. 1223 A.D. 
and is credited to Ralph de Bristol, Bishop of Kildare. The modern 
Cathedral was almost completely rebuilt in the late 19th century and re-
opened in 1896. It was indeed a rebuild rather than a restoration project, 
such was the state of disrepair the Cathedral was in at the time and the 
project was overseen by architect George Edmund Street who also worked 
on Christchurch Cathedral in Dublin. A bullock was donated by Dr. Chaplins 
seven-year-old son to begin the Restoration Fund. A major restoration 
project undertaken in modern times was completed in 1996.  
As you pass through the gates you notice a wooden sign with the arms of 
the Bishopric ― the red cross, or saltire, on the white background denotes 
the arms of the FitzGeralds, once again testifying to the prominence of the 
family at all levels in County Kildare society.  

As you enter the Cathedral, just above the door, is a weathered plaque with 
what appears to be letters, or numerals, and oddly, skull and crossbones 
and ‘egg-timer’. There is an even better example inside the Cathedral on 
the southern wall inside the porch. We usually associate the skull and 
crossbones motif with pirates etc., but in this case it is a symbol to remind 
us that death awaits us all, that time waits for no man; and it has a date, the 
numbers individually carved into each corner.  
The Cathedral hosts a small exhibition dedicated to the original foundation 
at Kildare. The interpretative model reminds us that Brigid’s church was 
indeed a cathedral, possibly by the time of her death but certainly by the 
time of Cogitosus, who wrote about Kildare around 100 years later. It was a 
large wooden structure and was unusual in that it had a wall in the centre 
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which divided the abbots from the abbesses ― Kildare was a foundation for 
men and women. Cogitosus described how St. Brigid and St. Conleth (1st 
Bishop of Kildare) were ‘laid on the right and left of the ornate altar and 
rest in tombs adorned with a refined profusion of gold, silver, gems 
and precious stones, with gold and silver chandeliers hanging from 
above.’ His description of Kildare is that of a monastic city of importance 
and beauty. 
The Cathedral also houses early Christian stone slabs and historic stone 
effigies; most notably that of Maurice FitzGerald of Lackagh and the tomb 
of Walter Wellesley, Bishop of Kildare, which was removed from Great 
Connell (near Newbridge) by the Kildare Archaeological Society. This is a 
fine example of sculpture from the period; Wellesley died in 1539. One 
extremely unusual feature of this tomb is the presence of a sheelagh-na-
gig, a grotesque erotic carving famous in Ireland. It can be found 
underneath the corner of the Bishop’s effigy slab, above the Ecce Homo 
(Christ bound before Pilate), which is the carving on the tomb nearest the 
entrance door.   
There are a number of other unusual and interesting artefacts, most notably 
the early Christian baptismal font on the south side of the Cathedral which 
reminds us that St. Lawrence O’Toole was baptised at Kildare around 1132 
A.D. This particular stone has been used as a baptismal font since the 
1920’s. Just above the font, the great western window, depicts the lives of 
the three greatest Irish saints, Patrick, Brigid and Columba (Colmcille).  

Standing on this spot and looking 
back towards the eastern window and 
the high altar carefully study both 
walls, to the left and right of the high 
altar to note any difference; you can 
physically see more of the right-hand 
or southern wall and this gentle 
sloping nature of the wall was 
specially constructed to symbolise 
the Saviour’s head on the Cross. The 
abilities of the craftsmen of the 19th 
century and even more so the original 
medieval craftsmen who built these 
enormous structures without the use 
of machinery or indeed any type of 
modern convenience are immediately 
evident. 

Also of importance is the renowned, 3-manual Conagher organ built in 
1898, which has only recently been refurbished at enormous cost. Under 
the high central tower are the solid oak stalls (with acorn and oak-leaf 
carvings) for the choir and chapter. A walkway high up in the central tower 
is known as ‘the monk’s walk.’ The Bishop’s Throne, and the beautiful 
Pulpit (with its Irish-marble columns) are also worthy of note. 
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Exiting the Cathedral to the right you are confronted with a hole in the very 
fabric of the building on the corner of the Cathedral walls to the south, 
turning west. This is known locally as a wishing stone; kneel on the 
eastern/Cathedral door side and place your right arm through the hole; lean 
your left shoulder inwards towards the wall and touch your heart with your 
right arm; make a wish.  
Moving westwards through the grounds there are many 
interesting graves to the south, or left-hand side, but as you 
round the first corner of the cathedral you notice a large 
vault on the north, or western side. This is the family vault 
(with coat of arms) of the Medlicotts who came to Kildare 
sometime in the late 1690’s, or around 1700. George 
Medlicott of Tully leased Dunmurry in 1702, before buying it 
around 1712. George died at Tully on 26 June 1717. 
Dunmurry became the family home soon after this and the 
last of the Medlicotts from Kildare were buried in the 
graveyard adjoining Dunmurry, when the vault in the 
Cathedral was full. 
Continuing westwards the ancient early Christian high cross 
is noticeable on the south, or left-hand side. It is believed 

that it was restored in the late 19th 
century, but the top is missing.  
Rounding the most westerly point of the cathedral 
brings Kildare Round Tower into view. Coins found in 
the base of the tower date it to the 12th century. 
Various heights are given in the histories, but 
generally accounts nowadays say it is 108 ft. high. It 
is built of two distinct types of stone, a granite base to 
give added protection against fire and attack and an 
upper limestone body. The original top would have 
been conical, the battlements being added in the 18th 
century. The Romanesque doorway is of architectural 
merit. The tower has been restored and is one of two 
that can be climbed in Ireland, the other, which is 
smaller, being at Kilkenny. Tours are available during 
the tourist season and are managed by the Cathedral 
though can be arranged through Kildare Town 
Historic Walking Tours and Kildare Town Heritage 
Centre on the Market Square. The views from the top 
of the tower across the Curragh Plains and the 
surrounding countryside are magnificent. Once again 
the craftsmanship of those early workers is evident; 

the tower naturally tapers in to give added strength. While it was believed 
that they were erected purely for defensive reasons more modern research 
acknowledges them as Cloighteachs, or Bell-towers.  
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Returning along the north side of the Cathedral, towards the east, the 
remains of St. Brigid’s Fire-House can be seen, where an ‘in-extinguishable 
fire’ was kept until the mid-16th century. The fire was kept originally by 
Brigid and her 19 nuns.  When 
Brigid died nobody tended the 
flame on the night normally 
assigned to Brigid herself but it 
was found to be lighting the next 
morning. The miracle of the fire 
that could not be put out persisted 
until the early 13th century when it 
was extinguished by the Normans 
under Henry de Londres (Bishop 
of London), as a pagan practice. 
Apparently, it was re-lit by locals 
and kept alight until the time of the Reformation. Only women could enter 
the Fire–House and men did so at their peril. Stories abound in one form or 
another: a Norman archer tried to jump across it but one leg went inside; he 
was known to have walked with a limp ever after; another man stayed the 
night in the Fire-House but was found dead the next morning.  
A Flame is kept alive today in the Brigidine Hermitage, Solas Bhríde, on the 
Tully Road, but the spirit of the flame now forms the basis of a permanent 
feature, by artist Alex Pentek, on the Market Square in front of the Heritage 
Centre, unveiled by the President of Ireland, Mary McAleese, on St. Brigid’s 
Day 2006. Originally lit by natural gas, it is now solar powered.  

A little to the northeast of the Fire-House stands the 
gravestones erected by the British War Graves 
Commission. Standard in appearance they record the 
death of four men who lost their lives in World War I, all 
stationed at Kildare, in August and September of 1915. 
Beyond these graves it is obvious that the outer wall of 
the Cathedral has collapsed, apparently because no 
drainage outlets were created during modern restoration 
work.  Surveys have been undertaken but the cost is 
prohibitive and other damage to the outer walls on 
Church Lane/Fire Castle Lane has compounded the 

problems facing the Cathedral authorities. Looking down into the modern 
playground at Lourdesville you are reminded of the height upon which the 
Cathedral was built, the first of two small hills which dominate the Ridge of 
Clay where St. Brigid came to build her church. 
Returning to the Cathedral itself there are unusual gargoyle-like features on 
the fabric of the building, which were carved by young stonemasons 
learning their craft during the modern restoration. Supposedly they were 
carved in the likeness of local men who drove the restoration project. They 
are particularly noteworthy on the west and east side of the northern 
transept, for some of the figures have spectacles ― highly unusual on a 
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‘Norman’ Cathedral. On the eastern side of the Cathedral is the rather 
irregular style tomb of John Ly (Lee), Knight and his wife Amy FitzGerald, 
dated1612. The plaque is modern, as is the restoration work; the original 
lettering is badly faded but can still be seen. Moving back towards the 
Cathedral door there is a small unknown burial vault and then a prominent 
14th century burial vault, known 
locally as ‘St. Brigid’s Kitchen.’ This 
can be accessed via a series of stone 
steps and is a popular visitor 
attraction. In almost every town and 
village in Ireland where there is an 
ancient ruin or tower the story persists 
of secret tunnels, hidden treasure and 
escape routes. Kildare Town is no 
exception and there is a strong 
tradition of a secret tunnel running 
from St. Brigid’s Cathedral to the Grey 
Abbey. It is thought that the entrance to the tunnel is from St. Brigid’s 
Kitchen and that the old cellars of the properties on Market Square and 
Bride Street form part of the original tunnel, running southwards. No 
archaeological evidence exists and professionals scoff at the stories, but 
locals who grew up on these tales are adamant the tunnel existed. Looking 
eastwards and back towards the main gate, there is a stone carving of the 
arms of the Bishopric to the left (north) of the gates.  

 
[People should spend time exploring the Cathedral, Round Tower and Cathedral 
Grounds and then return to Kildare Town Heritage Centre] 
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A MANUAL FOR TOUR GUIDES: BOOKINGS 
 

The following practical tips for guides are based on the tours in Kildare 
Town which are currently run by Kildare Town Heritage Centre. Bookings 
are handled by the Centre and it is necessary to note that when taking 
bookings for walking tours a separate set of skills are necessary:- 
 
BOOKINGS 

• Get contacts for the group and make sure they have your contacts 
and the name and contact for the guide. 

• Be clear about numbers expectations, etc. 

• Find out how they heard about the tour. 

• Confirm booking a week, or couple of days, in advance. 

• Forward information on the town, heritage centre and the tour. 

• Be clear about charges, opening hours, etc. 

• Be clear about payment and deposit. 

• Give clear directions, meeting point and start time. 

• Be clear about group deadlines and pick up times and pick up points. 

• Forward information on parking, public transport, etc. if necessary. 

• Find out about the group itinerary on that day and other local 
attractions they might visit, e.g. is shopping at Kildare Village on the 
itinerary or a visit to the Irish National Stud, etc.? ― this can be 
extremely important. 

• Find out their requirements in case of a long journey and the need 
for toilets, coffee, meals, accommodation, etc. if necessary. Know 
where there are toilets etc. along the route that you can use. There 
should be an opportunity to promote restaurants, cafes, B&B’s etc. 
and it is useful to know if there are places that have special offers. 

• Be aware of other tourist attractions in the area and their opening 
times e.g. Irish National Stud, Japanese gardens and St. Fiachra’s 
Garden as well as St. Brigid’s Cathedral and Round Tower and of 
course Kildare Outlet Village. 

• What level of interest have they ― if this can be ascertained ― are 
they a college group from USA, for example, particularly interested in 
antiquities, or are they an active-retired group with a passion for 
walking, etc.? 

• Explain about how long the tour will take, the direction which you will 
take and the finishing up/collection point and the time you expect to 
be there. 

• Be sensitive to cultural and language differences and the fact that 
different people may have a different sense of humour. 

• Know what is going on in the world and your area ― read the 
local/national newspapers or watch/listen to the news before you 
take a tour ― maybe incorporate this at the beginning. 
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A MANUAL FOR TOUR GUIDES: PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Kildare Footprints is specifically designed as a guide book and it is based 
on the established ‘Kildare Town Historic Walking Tours.’ It is also aimed to 
be a manual for potential guides to conduct their own walks in association 
with the Heritage Centre. 

There is more information within these 
pages than could ever, or should ever, 
be given on a walking tour of Kildare; 
the idea being that the guide will have 
a wealth of material to draw upon 
whether this is to help with those quiet 
somewhat awkward moments in-
between specified sites, to help field 
questions, or to change and update 
the tour. As a whole the content is too 
large and needs to be whittled down ― 

there are for example 40 sites and if we were to average 5 minutes at each 
site, allowing for travel in between, then the tour would take well over 3 
hours and this is unrealistic. Megaphones allow you to WALK AND TALK 
and much of the extra content can be given between sites/locations. There 
will be some small amount of repetition but it is unavoidable as both sets of 
instructions should stand alone. These instructions are somewhat universal 
in terms of their application but are based on Kildare; some guides would 
not be in favour for example of megaphones or high-vis vests.  
 
PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR TOUR GUIDES: 

• Practice, practice, practice ― take out a group, or a few individuals 
for free just to improve your delivery and timing. 

• Tours should aim to be no longer than 1½ to 2 hours long unless 
otherwise arranged with a specific group. 

• Know where there are toilets along the route that you can use; where 
there is an ATM machine and other things like newspapers, cafes 
etc. There should be an opportunity to promote restaurants, cafes, 
B&B’s etc. and it is useful to know if there are places that have 
special offers. 

• Be aware of other tourist attractions in the area and their opening 
times e.g. Irish National Stud, Japanese gardens and St. Fiachra’s 
Garden as well as St. Brigid’s Cathedral and Round Tower and of 
course Kildare Outlet Village.  

• Be sensitive to cultural and language differences and the fact that 
different people may have a different sense of humour. 

• Know what is going on in the world and your area ― read the 
local/national newspapers or watch/listen to the news before you 
take a tour ― maybe incorporate this at the beginning. 
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• Guides must be clearly identifiable and wear high-visibility vests. 

• The emphasis must be on safety once the walk begins. 

• Always observe red lights ― never rush the tour or cross illegally. If 
there is no established crossing point then you must take control, 
stand out and hold your arms out to make sure people are safe 
crossing the road. Safety is paramount. 

• Keep the group together, do not worry about those who try to dash 
ahead ― concentrate on the whole group all the time. Be firm ― 
their safety is paramount. 

• Not all participants will have the same level of mobility. 

• Try and finish with the same number as you started with ― if an 
individual wanders off or decides to leave the group ― your 
responsibility is to the group at large and this re-iterates the need to 
explain at the start about how long the tour will take, the direction 
which you will take and the finishing up/collection point and the time 
you expect to be there. 

• Children and teenagers need extra special attention. 

• Dealing with school tours: teachers must accompany the tour and 
wear high visibility vests, being placed in the centre and rear of the 
tour. 

• Explain at the start about how long the tour will take, the direction 
which you will take and the finishing up/collection point and the time 
you expect to be there. 

• The guide is in control/charge on the tour. Keep control ― remain in 
charge for safety’s sake and because it is your responsibility. 

• Recognise your audience ― a tour for children will differ greatly from 
a historical society, or group of foreign tourists. 

• Always be conscious of the time ― sometimes you will need to skip, 
or gloss over, parts of the tour or keep the information to a minimum 
― especially when a group is slow moving, or if there are a lot of 
questions. 

• Most groups, or individuals, are not interested in an academic 
exercise. 

• It is not all about content, or knowledge. 

• Guides must be friendly and upbeat. 

• It should be an enjoyable experience, not merely a history lesson. 
Don’t dawdle, or dwell on, historical facts. 

• Stories and anecdotes are as important as fact. 

• Information can, and should, be added to and parts rotated. Be 
prepared to rotate, reduce and change the tour and the content ― a 
page or paragraph should be reduced to 2 or 3 lines when 
necessary. 

• Be succinct and even brutal in terms of the information given. 
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• Be prepared to adapt and vary the tour ― you should have from 3-6 
different possible tours worked out in your head to adapt to weather 
conditions, time allotted by tour operators or organisers etc. 

• Varying a tour can also keep it interesting and refreshing for you and 
consequently interesting for the group. 

• Be prepared for questions, indeed constantly ask if people have 
questions and be aware of the fact that some people like to talk and 
engage with you, or even demonstrate their knowledge.  

• Encourage participation, but remain in control of the tour.  

• Do not engage in a battle of wits, or an intelligence, or knowledge 
contest ― acknowledge input, be gracious and humble and move 
the tour along. 

• If input is flawed, or wrong, do not make the person uncomfortable or 
appear ridiculous ― acknowledge input, be gracious and humble 
and move the tour along. 

• Nobody benefits from making someone look stupid ― these could be 
the people who booked the tour! 

• Don’t be afraid to let participants know that time is important. 

• Be aware of group deadlines and, or pick up points, in advance and 
arrange the tour accordingly. 

• Always be prepared ― things happen and you must be able to think 
on your feet and think ahead. 

• Be conscious of the weather ― if it is extremely wet and cold be 
prepared ― have a shorter/alternative route worked out. 

• Use a megaphone or some type of amplification, particularly if the 
numbers go above 8-10. Not all people like to huddle in small 
groups. The equipment will help save your voice and allow 
everybody a chance to hear what you have to say. You MUST use 
amplification with children and teenagers. 

• Be prepared to deal with background noise such as buses, 
motorbikes, tractors etc. Wait until they have passed and speak with 
the traffic behind you ― project your voice away from the traffic. 

• With large groups consider splitting the group into two and use two 
guides with assistants. Either stagger the beginning of the tour, or 
what is often better, work the two groups in alternative directions, i.e. 
one group goes from start to end while the other group begins at the 
usual ending point and goes from end to start. The groups will criss-
cross along the way and this can be extremely enjoyable. 

• It must always be remembered that St. Brigid’s Cathedral is a 
functioning church and service still takes place there. They also 
operate tours of the Round Tower (separate charge and these 
should be organised in advance) and invite donations inside the 
Cathedral itself. It is not the mission of Kildare Town Walking Tours 
to conduct tours of this site, but to work with the staff and Select 
Vestry; to add and to assist where possible; tours are conducted with 
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their permission, but people are encouraged to explore the Cathedral 
and Round Tower separately. With that in mind we will bring groups 
around the cathedral and grounds with the agreement of staff. 

• Make sure you have your mobile phone with you and you should 
have emergency numbers on your phone as well as an emergency 
backup plan ― just in case. 

• Dress Code ― comfortable shoes are paramount; Neat dress 
essential ― shirt and tie for gents; suit for ladies ― you are selling 
yourself, the tours, the locality and ultimately the tourist industry and 
the country. First impressions are key and impossible to take back!! 

• Take photographs if possible; elicit feedback. 

• Be willing to learn 

• Be prepared to admit that you do not know something, or are unsure 
― don’t try and bluff it. 

• Each year you should do a site inventory or a refresher walk for 
yourself to note any changes to the landscape as much as to refresh 
the tour in your mind. This is often accomplished by Kildare Town 
Historic Walking Tours with a free tour/tours on St. Brigid’s Day for 
Féile Bhríde. 

• A free tour for Heritage Week or at the start of the season will be a 
useful exercise and a means of promoting what you do locally. Word 
of mouth is still a great way of promotion and it is important that 
locals who may have visitors to the town will know that the tours are 
available. 

• Enjoy the tour ― If you enjoy it then they will enjoy it.  
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Further information on the Slí na Sláinte routes or on walking in general can 
be sourced from Kildare Sports Partnership or the Irish Heart Foundation. 
 
Some useful tips… 

• If you’re not in the habit of taking regular exercise, start slowly, enjoy 
being out and about, and gradually build up to the recommended 30 
minutes walking a day. 

• Drink a glass of water before and after your walk and, don’t forget, 
wear good, comfortable shoes. 

• Gradually warm up at the beginning and cool down towards the end. 

• Remember, loose clothing is more comfortable and, in winter, add 
light layers rather than thick, chunky clothes. It’s much better. 

• Why not try and incorporate walking into your daily activities. Walk to 
work, to meetings, or to the shops. The list is endless… 

• If you have a history of heart trouble, or other significant illness, talk 
to your doctor before you start. 

• Stop if you experience unusual symptoms, such as chest pain, 
dizziness or breathlessness, and consult your doctor. 

• Why not invite your friends, family or work colleagues to join you 
when you go walking… 

A regular programme of walking… 

• … keeps your heart strong 

• … improves muscle strength 

• … helps manage your weight 

• … makes you feel good 
 
But, above all ― walking is fun! 
 
Physical Activity 
… reduces the risk for several chronic diseases including heart disease, 
high blood pressure, osteoporosis, anxiety and depression. 
 
[Reproduced in 2011 by permission from the Donadea Forest Park, Slí na 
Sláinte brochure 2006, published by the Irish Heart Foundation, Kildare 
Sports Partnership and Kildare County Council and Coillte. Permission – 
Syl Merrins, Kildare Sports Partnership] 
 
Disclaimer: I am not a walker or medical expert and simply reproduce these 
hints as a guide to what to do. Proper advice should be sought before any 
attempt is made to establish a regular walking routine. 
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Some of the Key Features in the town centre 
A brief overview, but rest assured you will find details of all these sites as 
you go through the book.  
 
The Coffee Rooms And Turf Club/Club House 
Kildare was the home of the first Turf Club  in 1790, which was built on the 
site ‘Leinster Square’ where a new interpretation board can be found. 
For centuries horse racing has been synonymous with the Curragh of 
Kildare, but it wasn’t until the late 18th century that horse racing began to be 
regulated as we know it today. 
 
The Gibbet Rath – Statue of St Brigid 
Near the traffic lights and pedestrian crossing, on the south side of the 
Market Square, a Monument of St. Brigid in memory of the 350 who died in 
the Gibbet Rath Massacre on 29 May 1798.  
 
Gordon Bennett Motor Race 
Outside the Heritage Centre is a plaque commemorating the centenary of 
the Gordon Bennett Race, a precursor to the modern Grand Prix series, 
which was held in counties Kildare, Carlow and Laois on 2 July 1903.  
 
St Brigid’s Flame 
Almost immediately outside the Heritage Centre, on the western side, is a 
monument to St. Brigid’s Flame, by artist Alex Pentek, which was unveiled 
by the President of Ireland, Mary McAleese, on St. Brigid’s Day, 2006. 
 
The Town Well  
On the eastern side of the Heritage Centre, a new plaque was erected, in 
2022, to highlight the town’s main source of water until 1886 . 
 
New Features  
The Squires Gannon Sculpture 
Unveiled on 25 September 2022 the statue commemorates William ‘Bill’ 
‘Squires’ Gannon, star footballer for Round Towers in the 1920’s who also 
won All-Ireland medals in 1927 and 1928. He captained the Kildare side to 
victory in 1928 and is celebrated in G.A.A. history as the first man to hold 
the Sam Maguire Trophy aloft. 
 
The Pedestrianisation of the Town Square 
Kildare County Council pedestrianised a large section of the Square in 
2020. New businesses have set up in the vicinity such as Firecastle, 
Strong’s Café and Bistro, Agapé Café and O’Doole’s Restaurant  and 
Whipped Ice Cream & Coffee Parlour, The Square Coffee Bar all 
complimenting existing businesses like Chapter 14, Silken Thomas, Harte’s 
and Cunninghams, bringing a new vibrancy and vitality to the town.  
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Footprints can be used as a guide/reference book to delve deeper into 
the story of this ancient and amazing town. Enjoy your time exploring 
Kildare.  
 
Engaging with your Heritage 
The word heritage is not a word that easily rolls off the tongue or is widely 
used in everyday speech but interpret it as engaging with the story of where 
you come from or who you are and where you live and already you have 
made a deeper connection with your audience. 
Heritage encompasses buildings, landscape, music, sport, drama, art and 
crafts, language, folklore, sense of humour etc. It provides us with a sense 
of identity and pride by knowing who we are and where we come from. 
Some of the first words written down in Middle English were at the 
Franciscan Grey Abbey in Kildare Town, known as “The Poems of Kildare.” 
One quotation is very apt: 
“Always remember in your heart these three things: whence you come, 
where you go and what shall become of you”. 
 
Heritage is a living breathing thing that takes in the past, present and future. 
 
 
 
So how can I learn more? 
 

• Use this book as guide around Kildare Town 

• Immerse yourself in the magical VR Experience “Legends of Kildare” 

• Grab a heritage map, Acorn Trail map, or Kildare Derby Legends 
Trail and explore  

• Take a guided walking tour or access the self-guided tour using our 
free audio guide on www.kildareheritage.com 

• Visit the Heritage Centre and speak with one of our  knowledgeable 
staff 

• Understand the heritage through sculptures, artwork and various 
Interpretation Panels at some of the sites around the town  

• Engage through www.kildareheritage.com the Heritage Centre 
website and other social media platforms. 

• Join or attend some of Cill Dara Historical Society talks. 

• Buy one of the locally produced books on the town. 

• Check the local library for books on the area 
 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.kildareheritage.com/
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KILDARE TOWN HERITAGE CENTRE  
 

Kildare Town Heritage Centre is located in the beautifully restored Market  
House, opposite St. Brigid’s Cathedral on the Market Square.  

The centre is the focal point for local and foreign visitors to find out what the  
Town, County and region have to offer.  

 
The staff of the centre can assist you with information on:  

• Places of interest  

• Up and coming festivals, events & exhibitions  

• Outdoor Pursuits  

• Accommodation  

• Directions, Bus & Train Times  

• History and heritage of the town  

• Historical Walking Tours 
 

VIBRANT GIFT SHOP - jewellery, crafts & books from local artisans. An 
ideal place to pick up that illusive little gift you were looking for. 

 
You may like to peruse the interpretative panels of Kildare’s historic timeline 

or the counties famous equine training establishments or operate an 
interactive screen detailing Kildare’s medieval built heritage. 

 
Since its inception in 2001, Kildare Heritage Centre has gone from strength 
to strength. Its staff has assisted thousands of visitors to Kildare, both from 

home and abroad. Today it is arguably the leading light in the social and 
cultural life of Kildare and is the first port of call for visitors to this historic 

town. 
 

So if it’s just to pick up a gift or get the latest tourism brochures, to satisfy a 
general curiosity about the local area or to find out what’s happening in or 

around Kildare: why not pay us a visit? Its free! 
 
 

Opening Hours ― Monday to Saturday 9.30-1 p.m. and 2 p.m.-5 p.m. 
 
 
 

Tel: +353 45 530672 
Website: www.kildare.ie/kildareheritage/ 

 
 

http://www.kildare.ie/kildareheritage/
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Kildare Town’s Local History Group 

 

Cill Dara Historical Society, Kildare Town’s local history group, 

aims to foster and maintain an awareness of and appreciation of 

the history and heritage of our town and the wider community. 

 

We organise a series of public talks, on a wide variety of history 

and heritage related topics and these are held at 8pm on the first 

Wednesday of every month in Kildare Education Centre. 

 

The Giraldus Lecture in July represents the highlight of Kildare’s 

historical calendar. 

 

In recent years Cill Dara Historical Society has produced a number of local 

publications, an annual photographic calendar and has contributed 

photographs and content to the Kildare Town Footprints Facebook Page. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/kildaretownfootprints 

 

The talks are open to all and new members are 

always welcome. 

 

For Further Information Contact Joe Connelly @ 086 168 62 36 

https://www.facebook.com/kildaretownfootprints
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‘Legends of Kildare’ – Virtual Reality 
Experience 

 
This immersive VR experience takes you on a journey through the rich 

history and culture of County Kildare. 
 

Using state-of-the-art VR technology, Legends of Kildare transports you 
back in time to the ancient kingdom of Leinster. You'll explore the stories of 
the legendary figures who shaped the county, including Brigid the goddess 

the famous warrior Fionn Mac Cumhaill and St. Brigid. 
 

One of the best things about Legends of Kildare is that it's accessible to 
people of all ages. Whether you're a history buff or just looking for a fun 

and unique activity, this VR experience has something for everyone. 
 

So why wait? Experience the Legends of Kildare for yourself and discover 
the rich history and culture of County Kildare in a whole new way. 

 
 

Price Per Person Includes: 
Guide dressed in Medieval Costume 

Virtual Reality Experience complimented by interpretation boards and an 
interactive map of Kildare Town. 

 
10% Discount on purchases in the Gift Shop 

Free ‘Say it as Gaelige’ card with useful phrases in Irish. 
Heritage Trail Map 

 
 

Further Savings 
10% discount off the entrance to ‘The Irish National Stud’ or a meal at a 

selection of local eateries. (Please contact us for more details) 
 

Opening Hours ― Monday to Saturday 10.00am – 4.30 pm 
 

Get in touch to book your time slot 
 

Book Online 
https://kildareheritage.com/legends-of-kildare-vr/ 

 
Tel: +353 45 530672 

 

 

 

https://kildareheritage.com/legends-of-kildare-vr/
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Kildare Footprints 

 

Strongbow, Marshall, Norman Knights, 

Rebellion and Civil War, 

Tower, Castle, Cathedral, 

Abbeys, Infirmary and civic walls. 

 

Power, intrigue, faith and murder 

Railways, fairs and Gaelic games 

A lost book, Holy wells and cloak 

An inextinguishable Flame 

 

Crusaders, Vikings, Saints and Miracles 

Soldiers, horses, sheep and tillage 

Friar Michael and The Pilgrim Priest 

And the town that gave birth to a Village! 

 

Begins and ends on Market Square:  

 

Kildare Footprints explores the historic core of the ancient and modern 

town of Kildare; from St. Brigid, the Cathedral and Round Tower to the 

Norman Castle of Strongbow and medieval abbeys on the periphery; from 

the 18th century town houses, Turf Club and Co. Infirmary to the new 

schools and R.C. Church of the 19th Century; from the social and industrial 

advances of the 20th century, to the modern day. 

 

 

Thank you for supporting Kildare Town Historic Walking Tours and 

Kildare Town Heritage Centre 




